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137] 
MR. MADOCKS'S MOTION. 


Tur Debate upon Mr. Wardle's | 


introduction of his Charges 1 
thought so very. impor tant, so 
necessary to be read by every one, 
and to be speedily put into a si- 
tuation, where it might be easily 
referred to, that I deviated. from 
my usual practice, and inserted the 
whole of the Report of it in the 
Register, as that report stood “im 
the news-papers,_—-—lf there was 
good reason for doing so, upon 
that occasion, how much stronger 
is the reason for it in the present 
instance! ‘The charge then was, 
in every point of view, Of trifling 
consequence; indeed of no con- 
sequence at all;. of a sort not 
worthy of a moment's attention, 
compared ‘tothe Charge brought 
forward by Mr. M. ai on 


the 11th of this month ; aaa the |} 
the printed Memorandum Books ; 


Debate upon which is infinitely 
more interesting to us, than’ the 
fate of any,. or of all the nations 
upon the continent of Europe, 
and of all the colonial possessions 
and comimerce in the whole world. 
In short, after years and years of 
disputation, relative to the means 
by which: men get to be Mem- 


hee of Parliament; after hun: | 


dreds of prosecutions against 
those, who have, at. .difierent 
times, written and published re- 
lative to those means; at last, 


Mx... Manoons hae. — the 


i thing: toa point; 








indeed to an 
issue; aye to a clear and nnequi- 
vocal decision. thi $ Debate, 
therefore, is, beyond all co: pari 
son, the most. important that I 
have ever had any knowledge of. 
It will, I hope, be read by every 
man that can read, in this whole 
kingdom. Those who take in 
papers containing it, should dend 
their to their neighbours, who 
do-not.\ It should; if possible, be 
got by heas't; and repeated.once 
every week, in every family in 
the kingdom. Boys at. school 


should havé it.to read, in prefer- 


ence to every’ other thing. It 
should be printed m all. shapes 
and. sizes;. and be perpetiiated ifi 
all the ways in whieh any.act, 
or event, cam be per petuated. A 
concise. statement of: the chargé 
and “the: deersion. should have. a 
lace invall: the Abmanacks; all 


in. Court -Katendars;. Books of 
Roads; and,. see no harm in its 
having a place upon a spare leaf 
in the Bovks.of Common Prayer. 
It should be framed and glazed’ 
aud hung up in Inns, Tows-Halls, 


Courts of Justice, Market-Places, 


and, in short, the. eye of every 
human creature should be, if pos- 
sible, : constantly. fixed upon it. 
——I] ‘mean merely the naked 
fact: ‘The’ bare record, unaecom- 
panied with 6% comment, what- 
ever, ——~Nor all I, upon this 

“A 






5 
































739} 


occasion, or any other, that I can 
at present foresee, offer any com- 
ment, oY opinion, upon any part of 
this Debate, as far, at least, as it 
relates to the Charge. I shall 
take it, word for word, and letter 
for letter, as I find it reported in 
the Morninc CnronicLe news- 
paper of the 12th instant, and 
shall leave the reader to form: his 
own opinion. He will, indeed, 
need no opinion of mine. The 
thing will speak for itself. It is 
plain matter of fact, unencum- 
bered with any thing that can 
give rise to a difference to be 
settled by reasoning. ‘The Charge, 
as will be seen below, in Mr. 
Madocks own words, was this: 
“ IT affirm, then, that Mr. Dick 
‘* purchased a seat in the House of 
‘Commons for the borough of 
“ Cashel, through the agency of 
‘the Honourable Henry. Welles- 
“ley, who acted for, and on be- 
“ half of, the Treasury ; that, upon 
‘a recent question of the last 
‘importance, when Mr. Dick 
“had determined to vote accord- 
“ing tohis conscience, the noble 
* Lord, CasTLEREAGH, did inti- 
“‘ mate to that gentleman the ne- 
 cessity of either his voting with 
the government, or resigning his 
“* seat in that House; and that 
“Mr. Dick, sooner than vote 
¥ aac principle, did make 
‘* choice of the latter alternative, 
* and vacate his seat accordingly. 
‘To this transaction I charge the 
“ Right. Honourable Gentleman, 
“ Mr. Percevat, as being pricy 
“and having connived at it. This 
* Twill ENGAGE TO PROVE 
“ BY WITNESSES AT YOUR 
‘BAR, if the House will give 
‘““me leave to call them.”—-—At 
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sued upon this, the question was 
taken upon a motion FOR An 
INQUIRY into the matter. 
there appears,. from the report, 
to have been 395 members pre. 
sent; and, out of the 395, 85 vo. 
ted for the motion, which, of 
course, was lost, there being 
three hundred and ten out of three 
hundred and ninety five, who 
voted against the wmquiry — 
Such was the charge, and such 
the result: and now the reader 
has nothing to do, but carefully 
to peruse, and tenaciously to 
keep in mind, what was said upon 
both sides of this question: this 
interesting, this great, this all-im- 
portant question; this question, 
which involves in it consequences 
of ten million times more import- 
ance to England, than the fate of 
all the expeditions, all the armies, 
and all the fleets in the world. 


REPORT 


OF THE DeBatr, IN THE Howse 
or CoMMONS, 


On the 11th of May, 1809, 
upon the Charge made by Mr. 
Mavocks, against Mr. Penrce- 
VAL and Lord CASTLEREAGH, 7 
lative to the selling of a Seat w 
Parliament to Mr. Dick, and to 
the influence exercised with Mk. 
Dick, as to his voting upon the 
recent important question. 


Mr. MADOCKS began by moving 
that the Resolution of that House on the 
10th Dec. 1779, be then read—it was read 
accordingly, and stated in substance, that 
it is “ Highly criminal for any Minister 
“ or Ministers, or any other Servant of the 
“Crown in Great Britain, directly of ™ 
«directly, to make use of the power ° 
“ his office, in order to influence the elec 
« tion of Members of Parliament, and that 
“an attempt to exercise that } gl 
“¢ was an attack upon the dignity, the 
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«ment, an infringement of the rights and 
« the liberties of the people, and an attempt 
« (9 sap the basis of our free and happy Constt- 
“ tution.” Mr. Madocks next moved 
the Resolution of that House on the 25th 
April, 1809, be then read—it was read ac- 
cordingly, and alledged in substance, 
« That while it was the bounden duty of that 
“ House to maintain at all times a jealous 
« guard upon its purity, and not to suffer 
‘any attempt upon its privileges to pass 
“unnoticed, the attempt in the present 
“instance (that of Lord Castlereagh and 
“Mr. Reding), not having been carried 
“into eflect, that House did not think it 
“then necessary to proceed to any crimi- 
“natory Resolutions respecting the same.”’ 
-_—Mr. Madocks then said, that before 
he proceeded to redeem the pledge he had 
given to the House of bringing forward 
the Charges he had that day to adduce, he 
thought it right to remind them of the 
| opinion they had recorded of that crimi- 
ual conduct, of which he then rose to ac- 
cuse two of their own body. Before he 
entered directly into the statement of his 
Charge, he trusted that the indulgence of 
the House would allow him to make a few 
preliminary observations, arising out of 
aid bearing upon the subject. In_ his 
attempt at that time to discharge his 
duty, he hoped that he would discharge 
tina manner that became his sense of 
it; and in the first place, he was most 
anxious to abstain from every thing perso- 
nal, from any thing that could give pre- 
‘ence for an imputation of the kind—for 
ue could in trath say, that no such charge 
could be justly imputed to him. He was 
iitluenced by no personal motives, it was 
to measures he looked, not to individuals. 
ie entirely overlooked the Men in the 
*ystem—a system which seemed to say, 
that corruption was necessary to’ govern 
1g lishmen—a system, which seenied to 
“ty that the English Constitution was in- 
dequate without the aid of corruption to 
i€ purposes of good government, was 
insufficient without corruption for social 
der, foreign relations, or self-defence. 
—— He denied, in the name of the 
Onstitution, the necessity of such a sys- 
‘m, and thought that any attempt to 
gue its necessity was one of the strong- 
st proofs of its dangerous and fatal ten- 
ency. It was against such a system his 
ostility was directed, and when he stood 
rth in that House the avowed enemy of 
truption, he felt he had a right to claim 
ne alliance of the hon. gentlemen opposite 
a the same cause, who had recently stated 
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that if instances of corruption did exist, it 
was the duty of the House to hunt them 
out, and drag them to light. In that 
feeling he shared with those hon. gentle- 
men, and trusted chat the indignation 
they seemed to express at the theory of 
corruption would not be allayed by an 
exposition of the practice. He for his 
part, was no party man—he was bound to 
no man, or any set of men, except as far as 
he agreed with those who were anxious for 
the extirpation of corruption and abuses of 
every kind, and the restoration, in their 
original purity, of all the good and sound 
old principles of the Constitution. This 
was what he looked for, and what, if the 
House and the country were true to them- 
selves, he did not yet despair of attaining, 
It was a favourite opinion with some of the 
rt. hon, gentlemen, that no times were less 
corrupt than the present—that this was, as 
it were, the age of purity. If such an opi- 
nion was well founded, it would be rather 
inconsistent with such an opinion, and not 
very conformable to the spirit of such 
times, to resort to any party expedient, in 
order to resist or to evade any direct 
charge of. corruption against any indivi- 
dual whatever. Gentlemen, therefore, 
who thought so purely of present times, 
and public men, would no doubt, with a 
suitable jealousy, insist upon every charge 
of corruption being directly met, minutely 
examined into, and impartially decided 
upon. Upon a former night he had been 
accused of having been guilty of a viola- 
tion of the usual courtesy of that House, in 
not having given the customary notice to 
the hon, gentlemen particularly interested 
in the charges he had to bring forward. 
To this he could only reply, by reminding 
the House that two or three years ago, 
when a Member of that House (Mr. Ashe- 
ton Smith) presented the Hampshire Peti- 
tion, it was objected by the gentleman 
charged with undue interference in the 
Southampton election, (Mr. Freemantle), 
and complained of by his friends, that no 
notice whatever had been given that gent. 
of the charge to be preferred against him— 
but it was at the same time contended by 
those now composing his Majesty’s Govern- 
ment, that the Petition should be received, 
and that the allegations contained in it 
should be brought under the special consi- 
deration of the house. In that opinion the 
House concurred; thinking then, as he 
hoped they would now, where the 
charge was of so serious nature, involving 
the paramount question of their own pri- 
vileges, it would not become their dignity 
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or their justice to suffer themselves to be led 
away from so great an object by any light 
objection to mere introductory imforma- 
lities. He did not wish to take any hon. 
gent. by surprise, nor was the charge he 
had to bring forward calculated to do so. 
It was a charge that the moment it was 
heard might be rebutted by an innocent 
man, unless it would be centended that 
there were degrees of corruption now so 
sanctioned by prescription, that that House 
nyst necessarily connive at them. He 
was of an opposite opinion—an opinion 
founded upon the history of better times. 
In the whole course of the history of Eng- 
land he no where found Sinecure 
Places and Offices, and Rotten Boroughs, 
were to be considered and venerated as com- 
prising the palladium of England. He 
read no where that the constitution was 
only to be preserved by the preservation 
of its abuses. He rather believed that it 
would be best secured by rooting out 
such abuses ; and that the spirit in which 
a memorable attack upon corruption had 
originated with an hon. friend below him 
(Mr. Whitbread), and in which another 
had been conducted so lately by his hon, 
friend, (Mr. Wardle), was the best stay 
to which the constitution could look for 
safety and support. Serious asthe charges 
were which had been brought im both the 
mstances he alluded to, they were compa- 
ratively trifling, when considered in rela- 
tion to that most flagitious of al! abuses, by 
which the influence of the Treasury was 
exerted in returning Members to that 
House. In the good old times of the 
country, the crime was looked upon in its 
proper light—it was considered as fraught 
with the most dreadful consequences. In 
1734, sir John St. Aubin declared in that 
House that such a system alone cou!d give 
the last fatal blow to the liberties of the 
country, and that if the Treasury governed 
that House, the popular part of the con- 
stitution was gone for ever—that the peo- 
ple might continue to exist, but that the 
doors of that House would be effectually 
closed against their wishes and their wants. 
But he would read to the House the passage. 
«For if a Minister should ever gain a 
“corrupt familiarity with our Boroughs, 
“if he should keep a register of them in 
“his closet, and by sending down his 
“ Treasury mandates, should procure ‘a 
“«@ a* . : 
. oe repre sentation of the people, 
spring of his corruption, who will 
“ be at all times ready to reconcile and 
“justiiy the most contradictory measures 
“ of ‘his administration—if the mainten- 


that 
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i “ ance of his power Should become th I uc 
«sole object of their attention, and they 
should be guilty of the most violey 
‘ breach of Parliamentary trust, by giving : 
the King a discretionary liberty of tay. ad 
ing the people without limitation 9; ce 
controul, the last fatal compliment they 
can pay the Crown—if this should ey¢: 
be the unhappy circumstance of this 3. 
tion, the people indeed may complain, fo 
but the doors of that place where their i 
complaints should be heard will be for —- 
ever shut against them. Let country | 
gentlemen, by having frequent oppor- 
“tunities of exerting themselves, be 
| kept active in their contention for the 
“ public good, this will raise that zeal 

and indignation, which will at last ger = 
the better of those undue influences, by : 
which the Officers of the, Crown, thoug) = 
unknown to the several Borouglis, lia — 
been able to supplant country gentle D are 
men of great character and fortune, aid 
who live in their neighbourhood.’ — ™® 
The nature of that influence branched oat isn 
into so many and various ways of misap- 
plying the money taken out of the pocket 
of the people, that it was impossible to Ho; 
have an adequate idea of its magnitude By .)| 
and danger, or to be too vigilant 1 re- arin 
trenching the one and guarding agaits! M§a:,) , 
the other. He had already signitied )é Hino, 
intention of taking an early opportunity Bor a, 
of submitting to the consideration of 
House the present state of cerlail bo- 
roughs in England. He trusted that (ot 
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statement he should then submit to “* ; 
House would induce them to a revisio! 7 oning 
the entire system of boroughs. He should luarte 
take the liberty of adverting at prescn' cntio 
one or two instances of this Borovg! " BAMAV hat, 
fluence. "The first was the borough “ er an 
Hastings, which consisted of only fourteen buisite 
voters. The right of election bes " BRonsti 
the Corporation. This borough was Bl! per 
property of Mr. Millwood and his °° BigBuptior 
who were agents for. Government, and wert ate i 
the mayor of .the town alternately: The he Co 
younger Mr. Millwood was comptroller tine 
the excise, with a salary 0) 1,251. or MNCIP 
annum, a place which was nearly, eee ‘emp 
quite, a sinecure, though by the > * —-s 
William and Mary, chapter the 50° una 
lectors and officers in the excise <q ten. 
terdicted from ary interference , d Onstit 
tions. If the sum of },425¢. be cog on. 
by seven, it would be found that a ature, 
the People for every Parliament” t tha 

of BY Whe; 












With respect to the boreng os 
there were but six electors. Mr. 
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Lamb was agent for the Treasury, 
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145) 


chis gentleman was in the enjoyment of the 


lucrative situation of Tally-cutter, another 
nthe Exchequer, and was also carsitor of | 


Hampshire.» This borough was under si- 
milar restrictions as the last mentioned 
porough of Hastings. The next borough 
je should advert to was that of Cambridge. 
Here the agent for Government was Mr. 
Joun Mortlake, a banker, and resident at 
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Cambridge. ‘This gentleman was receiver- | 


of $001. per annum, and had a deputy, a 
Mr. Bowden, at a salary of 5004. a year, 
though by the 9th Anne, chapter 10th, 


otlicers of the Post-Ofhice were prohibited 
from interfering in elections. The next 





rouzh be should mention was that of 


Queenborough. The influence of this 
borough was divided between the Ord- 
nance and the Admiralty. ‘The amount 
0} the salaries of the places held by the 
freemen of the borough under the Ord- 
nance and the Navy Boards was annually 
23084 So that the public money 
pail to the electors of Queenborough, 
during a Parliament of seven years or ses- 
Sons, independent of other sorts of influ- 
no less a sum than 
14,5704.. Not to mention that the boroughs 
New Romney were 


opeuly sold for money.——But of all the 


arious corruptions and abuses—of all the 


fatal misappheations of the public money, 


Boe, he thought, so imperatively called 
dor an immediate check as the corrupt in- 


ferierence to which he had already al- | 
By -ere) 2 T 
uded, exercised by the Treasury, to pro- 


ure t he return of Members to that House. 
+—This, continued Mr. Madocks, is poi- 
ening the fountain of health. The only 
Huarter to which we can look for the pre- 
Feution or redress of other corruption. 
‘hat, Sir, can be more fatal than to suf- 
*r any thing to vitiate the legislative, in- 
juisttorial, and remedial branches of the 
onstitutien ? It has been always held, in 
| perieds of our history, that any cor- 
‘pion practised by individuals to obtain 
eats in this House, is an offence against 
he Constitution, and laws have from time 

ume been enacted conformably to that 
nuciple ; but for the Executive Power to 
‘empt to corrupt the Legislative, has 

en considered as most fatal, and your 
umnals and Resolutions proclaim the 

rihity of such offence in the eye of the 
onstitution. Treasury influence, from 
various shapes it assumes, may, in its 
ature, be divided into several classes— 
t that the most alarming and obnoxious 
Where public money is made instru- 


veneral of the Post-Otfice, with a salary | 
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mental to the return of Members to this 
House, either by actually buying or selling 
seats with money, or by applying annually 
part of the taxes taken vut of the pockets of 
the people towards the keeping up a corrupt tne 
fluence in the boroughs which return Members 
at the nomination of the ‘Treasury, while those 
Members again pay a cértain sum of moncy 
io the Treasury for their seats, which money 
is carried to a certain fund, and then doled 
out to carry elections in other place s.——But, 
Sir, having enumerated these cases, which, 
in my opinion, ought to be submitted to 
a Committee to examine, sift, and regu- 
late, | now come, Sir, to a case of what I 
consider as aggravated in the extreme, and 
one that calls for an immediate investiga- 
tion at your Bar. I mean, Sir, the case 
of the Borough ef Cashel in Ireland, in all 
the transactions relating to which at the 
last General Election, and since that ume, 
it will be found that the ‘Treasury have 
conducted themselves not only directly in 
the teeth of your Resolutions, but have 
exercised an influence beyond ail parallel, 
and have not only violated the constitu- 
tion in the most unequivecal mamer, but, 
have inflicted signal injustice on a most 
honourable individual, because he had too 
strict a sense of propriety to vote against 
his conscience, and what he felt to be his 
right line of duty. The conduct of the 
hon. gent. to whom la lude, has in this 
instance been so strikingly correct, manly 
and upright, that lam confident he will 
meet with, as he is entitled to, the esteem 
of every honest map. ‘his is not an in- 
choate or unfinished act. Sir, it is to this 
case that, for the present, | propose to call 
the particular attention of the House, and 
to conclude with a motion for bearing 
evidence at the Bar, in support of the 
statement, the facts of whieh 1 am fully 
prepared to prove, J have so far depart- 
ed from the proceeding of the other night, 
though I cannot, on a revision of the pre- 
cedent, find that I am not fully justified in 
such a course. 1 ArrikM THEN, THAT Mr. 
Dick PURCHASED A SEAT IN THIS HousE 
FOR THE BOROUGH OF CASHEL, THROUGH 
THE AGENCY OF THE HONOURABLE i/ ENRY 
WELLESLEY, WHO ACTED FOR AND ON BEHALF 
OF THE TREASURY , THAT UPON A RECENT 
QUESTION OF THE LAST IMPORTANCE, WHEN 
Mr. Dick .HaD DETERMINED TO VOTE AC- 
CORDING TO Hi1S CONSCIENCE, THE NOBLE 
Lord (CASTLEREAGH) DID INTIMATE TO THAT 
GENTLEMAN, THE NECESSITY OF ELTHER His 
VOTING WITH THE GOVERNMENT, OR RESIGN+ 
ING HIS Seat iN THAT House; AND THAT 
Ms. Dick, sOONER THAN VOTE AGAINST 
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PRINCIPLE, DID MAKE CHOICE OF THE LAT- 
TER ALTERNATIVE, AND DID VACATE HIS 
SEAT ACCCORDINGLY—TO THIS TRANSACTION 
I CHAKGE THE RIGHT HONOURABLE GENTLE- 
MAN (Mr. Percevar), as BEING PRIVY AND 
WAVING CONNIVED aT ir; THIS | WILL 
ENGAGE TO PROVE BY WITNESSES 
AT YOUR BAR, if the House will give me 
leave to call them—if the House will permit 
me to do so, | ain satisfied that they could 
not take a more direct method to remedy 
the abuses in the Representative System 
of such places as Hastings, Rye, Cam- 
bridge, Queenborough, and many other 
places that could be mentioned, where 
large annual suins were paid out of the 
taxes, In the maintenance of Sinecure Of- 
fices and Places to uphold the influence of 
the ‘Treasury in such Boroughs. I shall 
now, Sir, detain you no longer, than by 
again asserting the purity of my motives. 
They originate in my aversion to such 
practices, which, (to use the concluding 
language of the ever-memorable Hamp- 
shire Petition), with all due deference 
to the superior wisdom of the House, I 
venture to describe as calculated to bring 
into discredit the Government of the 
country, and to shake the contidence of 
the people in the honour and indepen- 
dence of the House of Commons.—I have, 
therefore, like the Petitioners, “ felt it my 
“‘bounden duty, not only to my constitn- 
“ ents, and to my fellow-subjects, but es- 
“ pecially to the House, to bring under 
“their notice these outrages, as I deem 
“ them, against the liberties of the coun- 
“try, and I have been encouraged the 
“more to do so by the Resolution which 
“ stands recorded in the Jeurnals, which 
“has been this day read at your table, 
and also by the language contained in 
“the first paragraph of the Resolution 
“which was recorded on your Journals 
but sixteen days ago.” 

Here the hon. gent. sat down, and im- 
mediately the Chancellor of the Exche- 
uer rose, when lord Folkestone called 
the right hon. gent. to order, and con- 
tended that he need not withdraw, and 
ought not to be heard, according to the 
_ precedent of Shepherd, until the motion 
of his hon. friend was before the House. 
Here a short discussion, as to the point of 
order, arose between lord Folkestone, sir 
John Anstruther, and Mr. Horner, when, 
upen the Speaker’s interposition, it was 
agreed that Mr. Perceval and tord Castle- 
reagh should be severally heard in-their 
detence, and be permitted to withdraw 
before the Motion was put from the Chair, 
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The CHANCELLOR OF THR EX. 
CHEQUER (MR. PERCEVAL) then rose 
and said that he had waited for the de; 
sion of gentlemen upon the point of ordc; 
as he felt himself naturally anxious ¢, 
conform to whatever was the wish of the 
House, as to the form of their proceed. 
ings upon the present occasion. He how. 
ever acknowledged that he was prepared 
to expect the decision that had been made 
by the Chair, as to the propriety of his 
then speaking, and afterwards immediately 
retiring. He did not wish to quarrel with 
or canvas whatever might have been the 
wish of the House, as to the manner ip 
which he was to act in the present in. 
stance, but he thought that the usaye o} 
the House on such occasions was founded 
in wisdom, as the presence of the indivi- 
dual accused during the agitation of the 
charges against him might be fairly sus 
pected to operate in a way that would 
fetter and restrain the freedom of the iis- 
cussion itself. At the same time he feit 


| that that Order of the House was not 


without its inconveniences as well as its 
advantages. It might be as much, if no 
more necessary to the just vindication 
of a man’s innocence, to hear the clos 
of a discussion of that sort as well # 
the commencement, and perhaps th 
progress of it as much as either; but 
be that as it might, the course being other- 
wise, it was for him now only to abide by 
it. And here he was free to confess, thal 
he felt exceeding great doubt as to the 
line of address which it best became him 
in that situation to pursue. If he thougil 
it a mere criminatory proceeding agai 
an individual of that House, for alledged 
mal-practices, there he could have » 
doubt that the House would willingly & 
tertain the Charge, and of course the © 
dividual would proceed at once a 
defence, meeting the charges either we 
direct denial, explanation of the fact, ’ 
examination into the law arising ou! oS 
fact. But with respect to the ad 
charge, he confessed that he Sail 
look upon it in that simple light. on 
as he understood the hon. gent. he hs 
mated in the opening of his charges ' 
there was still behind them 4 uae 
other matter ; and, indeed, that ee 
had been sufficiently ithustrated 1n t 
taiJed statements entered inte y Ae 
ent. respecting the boroughs of H8*", 
ye, Cambridge, and caer tt . pes 
stating these circumstances It ©” aijon 
that it was not so much the _ atbicd 
the injured honour of that Ho 
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was the object, as that more general one 
of following up the pursuit of what was 
denominated ‘a certain System.’ Thuis, it 
seemed, was to be a first step to general 
Reform. The notice with respect to the 
great measure itself appeared to have been 
withdrawn, and this proceeding to be sub- 
stituted in its place. If this was so, per- 
haps the House would think it right to 
pause, before they lent their sanction to 
such a mode of introducing the discussion 
of any great public question ; (hear, hear!) 
Perhaps they would feel it to be their in- 
dispensible duty not to establish a prece- 
dent that would introduce a system of in- 
quisitorial proceedings, fraught with the 


most violent inroads upon all species of 


private and social, confidence. (JIear, 
hear!) No matter through what means the 
charge had been elicited—no matter how 
sacred the confidence the discovery had 
violated, or how solemn the engagements 
it had broken through, (hear, hear!) at 
any period it would be ill advised to esta- 
blish such a precedent, but particularly so 
at the present day. They lived in a time 
inwhich the popular appetite fed upon 
attacks on public men. The favourite 
doctrine was, that public men must be ne- 
cessarily corrupt; and they were the 
purest patriots who prosecuted most charges 
against them—they lived in a time when 
they saw individuals raised to the highest 
state of popularity, and honoured with 
crowded tributes of the nation’s gratitude 
and applause for prosecuting such charges. 
hose who were ambitious of the same 
flattering distinctions might think it wise 
‘Oo pursue the same course—no matter 
whatever the means, if the end could be 
attained. They had seen private confi- 
dence abused—they had heard of letters 
being seized in the unsuspecting moments 
of social intercourse, and had known se- 
rious Charges to be grounded upon the 
public disclosure of those very letters 
hear, hear !) and they had seen those who 
thought it necessary to resort to such 
Means, not to confirm, bat to institute a 
Charge which ranks high in the esteem 
and veneration of the people of this coun- 
ity ; whether AT SUCH A TIME it would 

wise to warrant such species of Charges as 
merely introductory to the agitation of the 
reat question of Reform, he left it to the 
House to determine ; but as far as he might 
he allowed to judge, he rather thought 
that it would be more consistent with 
what was due from him to the House and 
to the Pablic, #f he, row THE PRESENT, de- 
clined putting in the plea (he could so con- 
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scientiously put in), wntil that House had 
come to a determination on the propriety of 
entertaixing that Charge or not (hear, hear ! ) 
protesting at the same time against any, 
the slightest inference of his guilt from his de- 
Serming such a plea till after that deciston— 
THEN would he come before them prepared, 
and indeed, (what he was not yet) in a 
manner authorised to meet that Charge, 
and explain, as he trusted he could do, 
every particular relating to the transaction 
upon which the charge had been ground- 
ed ; and he did not despair of that expla- 
nation proving satisfactory to the House, 
and vindieatory of his own honour.  Be- 
fore the Hotse had come to such a deci- 
sion, he should not hold it wise in any 
public man to enter into an explanation 
of the circumstances upon the one side or 
the other. He should say ne more, but 
make his bow to the Chair, as was usual in 
such cases, and leave it with the Llouse to 
determine as they in their judgment might 
think proper.—The right hon. gentleman 
then made his obeisance to the Speaker, 
and retired AMIDST THE: GENERAL 
CHEERS OF THE HOUSE. 


Lorp CASTLEREAGH stated his per- 
fect coincidence in the line of proceeding de- 
termined upon by his right hon. friend (Mr. 
Perceval), and expressed his intention of 
delaying his observations in defence until 
the proper period arrived, if it should be the 
pleasure of the House to proceed in the 
investigation. 


Mr. MADOCKS then explicitly moved, 
that the said Charge against the right hon. 
Spencer Perceval and lord vise. Castlereagh 
should be heard at the Bar on Monday 
next. 


Mr. TIERNEY considered it due to the 
House, that the hon. mover should furnish 
it with a clear and concise statement of 
that which constituted the basis of the 
charge. It was, in his opinion, necessary 
that it should be in possession of that 
which the motion conveyed, namely, that 
the House had been informed of the par- 
ticalars of the aceusation. Certainly the 
hon. mover had read a long statement, 
which, perhaps, was conceived by him as 
imparting the fullest information: but for 
himself he would say, that he wished for 
something more certain and concise than 
his recollection of that statement, and it 
was also to be considered, that sifice the 
hon. mover had read it many Members 
had entered the House. 
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convenient tor the House to know, whether 
it was the intention of the hon. mover to 
regulate his future proceedings by the 
precedent in the case of Mr. Samuel Shep- 
herd. He wished that the two Resolutwns 
subsequent to the information being given 
by a member in his place, should be read. 
—The two Resolutions were accordingly 
read :—the first, where a reference was 
made to the protest of Mr, Shepherd, as 
to his innocence, and the next as to the 
particular boroughs; viz. Newport and 
_ Wootton Basset, where he had been guilty 
of the corrupt practices, and the course 
pursued by the House in consequence.— 
irom this precedent it did appear, resum- 
ed the Speaker, that after the Member 
made the information to the House, a mo- 


tion was made to hear the accused at the | 


bar, previous io which hearing the parti- 
culars of the charge were ordered to be 
given to them in writing; and, lastly, 
that a particular day should be fixed. 


Mr. WILITBREAD apprehended that, 
consistent with any precedent on their 
Journals, -even with the precedent al- 
luded te, the hon. mover was not bound 
to give any specific written statement of 
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Lis charge against the persons allected by | 
it. It bad loug Leen the practice to pro- | 


ceed to investigations of a similar nature 


upon oral statements, and 


if the hon. | 


mover would omit the inseruion of a par- | 
ticular day, he could not see the grounds | 


for any valid objection to the present mo- 
tion. ‘The House had before it a recent 
and very remote precedent in the case of 
the iduke of York, and therefore he could 


not divine the reasons tor a deviation upon | 


that occasion. With respect to the ob- 
servations of hits right hon. friend (Mr. 
‘Trerney) that since the Charge was read 
many Niewbers had entered the House, 
such an ehjection stood upon no Parha- 
mentary grounds, inasmuch as when the 
liouse was met all Members were presum- 
ed to be present, and no allowance for 
absence upon such occasions were made, 
save and except that’ no such clarges 
could be preferred in the absence of the 
persons whom they went to accuse. 


Ma. SECRETARY CANNING con- 
sidered the recent instance in the case of 
te Dake of York, upon all prudential and 
discretionary reasons, the fittest line to be 
followed on this occasion. He also thought 
the motion so worded, as in its acquies- 
cence neither to be unjust to the accused, 
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or inconvenient to those bound to invest). 
gate. 


Lorp FOLKESTONE, as a question of 
order, expressed his anxiety that the pre- 
cedent in the case of Mr. Shepherd shouid 
be acted up to literally and totally, and 
his reason for the observation arose from 
seeing on the Votes of the House, in re- 
cording the notice of the present motion 
by his honourable friend, that the terms 
used were not Information but Charze, 
The noble lord also stated, that the desire 
of the right hon. gent (Mr. Tierney) for 
a precise statement, might be a very con- 
venient one for the accused, still if keep- 
ing to the precedent the Liouse would see 
that neither the nature of the practices, 
the practices themselves, or the names of 
the persons upon whom the influence was 
exerted, were detailed. Indeed, nothing 
more was given than a dry statement of 
the boroughs where the corruption was 
exercised. | 

The motion of Mr. Madocks was then 
read from the Chair, when Mr. Whitbread 
and sir Francis. Burdett rose at the same 
moment to second it. 


Mr. CARTWRIGHT attributed the pre- 
sent motion to the same influence which 
had operated with the honourable mem- 
ber, to second certain Resolutions at a late 
public meeting. Against the principles 
attempted to be upheld that day, and as 
the friend to the Constitution as it thea 


| existed,, he pledged himself the oppe- 


nent to what was clamorously termed 
Parliamentary Reformation. Whilst he 
eave that decided opinion, he would beon 
all occasions the sincere’ supporter of ail 
proper and efficacious correction of abuses 
when proved to exist.—It was the obser- 
vation of ‘a great man, “ that relormaton 
bringeth the desire of change, but that 
the desire of change bringeth forward res 
formation.” The French Revolution had 
too lamentably illustrated that position in 
modern times. After the calamitous effects 
of that event, even if he bad been trian 
to Parliamentary: Reform heretofore, tt 
present awful moment he still felt = 
vinced was the most ill-timed for - 

taining the subject. That in estimating 


. . . - oce 
the present public opinion upon late 


currences, there existed much nepare > 
would contend, and indeed he had @ ~ ea 
ble illustration in the county town (° 
thampton) of the county which Sad 
the honour to represent. In that pa 
requisition had been signed by sev 
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ersons, to convene a meeting for thanking 
- hon. member (Mr. W ardle) opposite, 
his exertions on a late investigation— 
~inst that a counter-requisition was sign- 
by seventy-two inhabitants, with whose 
yest the Chief Magistrate complied. 
Je original requis: itionists, however, had 
ameeting at a tavern, and there carried 


* 
‘ 


t 


t 


+) 
the se 


tead to pass as the unanimous opinion of 


fuc LOW n. 


aul 


iorpn MILTON observed, -that if the 
jast speaker was eyen correct in the mo- 
attributed to the hon. gent. who 
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tives ne 

brousut torward the present motion, he | 
mus: assure him that ii such motives were 

iustitied, those who supported the motion 

were actuated by inducements wholly dil- 

ferent. Kor instance, i he thought that 

the present motion tended to the uccess 


of the question of Parliamentary Retorm, 
le would have been the first to Oppose it, 
be ause he was free to say that from its 


adoption he could not foresee any practical | . 


benefit. He sull was inpressed with the 
necessity of correcting public abuses, and 
none more imperatively called for cor- 
rection, as mone were more dangerous, 
than pulpuble and evident interference of the 
Arny’s Ministers in obtaining the return of 
Meuhers to that House. In giving such an 
opinion, and whi'st be voted for the motion 
he sill, in whatever way it was 
would not think one jot the worse 
f the rt. gentiemen accused, or 
in any degree more 


in pal iy 
cgecidead, 
of either of hon. 
that they were 
than all former governnents, 
however, to cease, and any prospective remedy 
would have his support. As leading to 
that object he was anxious to refer the con- 
sideration ot this charge -eliher to a Par- 
liawent iry Commission or to aSelect Com- 
niittee, convinced that the greatesi myury 
had evinced itself by giving a Parliamen- 
tary strength to a government whch did 


Not possess the confidence of the People. 


CTEM aa 


The noble lord concluded by moving as an | 


Amendment, Thatein place of the words 
‘at the bar,’”’ the gaid Charge be referred 


a Select Committee. 


Sir CHARLES MORGAN declared his 
decided opposition to the motion. He 
considered that the moment fer the House, 
ifit consulted its own dignicy, and the per- 
Manent interests of the country, to make 
a stand against all the efforts of popular 
Clamour. -He guarded the House against 
at all acceding to a system, which had for 
i's object to degrade and to vilify all pub- 


a ee a ee 


| verts to his s 


The evil ought, | 


| probabiy criminal before ; 
tuducement ? 


| upon a retrospective 
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lic men, to make every person of that de- 
scription its victim, and to consider no 
other man pure who had not been filtered 
through the purifying vesse! of modern 
patriotism. —The honourable member’s 
voice fell so considerably, that it was im- 
possible to hear the remainder of his ob- 


| servations. 
r vote of thanks, which they will pre- | 


ANSTRUTHER stated that the 
present motion was an attack equally 
against all executive Governments, both 
past and to come. ‘There was a great at- 
tack now-a days against the influence and 
attachmeuts of party ; but still he strongly 
suspected that there was in contemplation 
another party to which the hon. mover 
may belong, but of which he was not so- 
licitous to be fa! ily informed, whose object 
was to leve! down all public men to their 
own very humble state. If there was, as 
he strongly suspected, a party having such 
vie ws, sure he was that the prese nt ‘motion 
was well calculated to promote their ob- 
ject. ‘Lhe ball was to be opened with the 
borough of Cashel, but the hon. mover ex- 
plicitiy told us that it was but a part of his 
intended investigation, and, of course, the 
House had no means of ascertaining where 
he intended to stop. Why was it not in- 
formed of all that was meant to be done 
with shat Committee ? Did the hon. mover 
propose the present motion as a new gra- 
Nification of the public appetite for scandal, 
and thus o! a greater number of con- 
cheme of Parliamentary Re- 
To excite that disgust and disre- 
gard, dissention, and perhaps the detesta- 
von of that House, which would ultimately 
go rather to destroy, than to reform Par- 
tament. Ifabuses exist, let the correction 
be presen. ctive, bu: let it not be introduced 
process, with a view 
of making that criminal which was not 
and upon what 
‘The | resumed information 
of a member in his ploce. ‘To inform, in 
his apprehension, meant to convey infor- 
inatien, and be would ask, was there in the 
sialewient of the hon. mover any ground 
upon which the most subordinate magis- 
trates would preceed. If such undetined 
accusations were sanctioned in that Flonse, 
then with equal propriety must it prepare 
itself to hear repeated the idle conversa- 
tionsof every club room (Hear! hear! from 
the Ministerial benches); and for what he 
knew, the very information upon which 
the House was now called to. proceed 
might have originated from such a source. 
If such was the fact, he would say, that as 
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the man who uttered such a statement did 
by such conduct violate every principle of 
honour and of confidence, he would not 
give to such a man Credit atthe bar. Good 
God! were all the ties of private confi- 
dence and private virtue to be cleft in 
pieces by the rascality of a few individuals, 
exerting every eflort to gratify that public 
scandal which was by themselves excited. 


To the legitimate and serious opinion of 


the public he trusted that House would 
ever lend adeep and prompt attention; 
but he admonished it how it yielded even 
for a moment to that appeal, which was 
nothing more than public clamour. The 
House should keep its even and steady 
course, unbiassed either by the influence 
of the Court or the turbulence of the Peo- 
ple; and by such conduct, if it failed to 
obtain, it still would have the conscious- 
ness of deserving the approbation of a 
grateful and high-minded people. 


Mer. CURWEN could not suppose that, 
after the 25 last vears of uncomplained of 
sacrifice, any part of the people of this king- 
dom looked to any change other than a re- 
form of abuses. With respect to the ques- 
tion of Parliamentary Reform, he had been 
formerly friendiy to it; but he was willing 
to admit his opinion that the present was 
not the most favourable season for bring- 
ing it into discussion. He was as great an 
advocate as any man in that House for the 
Censtitution, but he was also anxious to 
get rid of its abuses. ‘The laws of the land 
and the statutes of the legislature held no 
dubious language upon that head, butal! di- 
rected their provisions to weed out or to 
prevent public corruptions. Whatever 
might be his preference to a Parliamentary 
Commission, he considered that, after the 
hard measure of justice which, in the same 
stage of the proceedimg, had been dealt 
out tothe Duke of York, the House was 
bound to follow the same course on the 

resent occasion. He wished that the 

on. mover had deferred the motion until 
he had seen how a certain measure, tend- 
ing to prevent such practices, had been 
received by the House. As he had not 
done so, in consistence with the vote which, 
on a late occasion he had given, he would 
also support the proposition of the hon. 
mover; although be thought it the true 
system now to throw a veil over what was 
past, and sincerely guard against the re- 
currence. 


Me. BIDDULPH briefly supported the 
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Sir FRANCIS BURDETT observed 
that the character of the House was Most 


materially concerned in the question now 
brought before it, and that a more impor. 
tant subject could not engage its attention 
The objections to the motion, he contend. 
ed, were not founded either in principle or 
precedent. Supposing the point of prin. 
ciple, however, out of the question, he 
affirmed that the motion of his hon. frien 
was perfectly consistent with the mo 
sound and approved parliamentary prece. 
dents. He had written down a great va. 
riety of precedents, in order to prove the 
accuracy of this assertion, which, how. 
ever, from the turn which the debate had 
taken, he did not think it necessary to 
state. The hon. baronet contended that 
they used a most unwarrantable liberty 
with the inquisitorial powers of that House 
who could ascribe any motives to his hio- 
nourable friend except a conscientious 
and manful discharge of his duty. }t had 
been decided in the House of Common, 
that that House was bound to receive in- 
formation upon a subject of this nature, 
and to act upon that information, even 
upon common report. How much more 
was the House bound to act upon that 
which was known by most and believed 
by ail ?- (Hear, Hear!) He would be glad 
to hear any gentleman on the other sie 
get up, aid lay his hand upon his heart, 
and say that he did not believe the exut- 
ence of such practices as those which were 
now charged-—practices which tended to 
give the most mortal stab to the characte! 
ofthat Heuse. If it was possible tor any 
gentleman there to defend such thin,s, * 
to contend: that these practices, whici 

were pregnant with destruction to the Con- 
stitution, formed part of the Constitatien 
itself, then he must say that Bonaparte 
had a better ally within these walls than 
le had any where else, (Loud ous % 

hear, hear ! from the ministerial side of 
House.) He was not surprised to be - 
with a “hear, hear!”? from men proless 

ing the same prineiples which had brougit 
other nations to destruction—other 

tions, the principal object of whose a 
vernments had been to subdue their > : 
jects instead of their foreign enemus. H ‘s a 

sired the gentlemen who were so ready (° 
call out “ hear, hear,” to shew him ®) 
Government which had of late been so” 

verted by its own subjects, except = : 
that apathy which the errors of 90) 
vernme:tts had created as to the i 
a foreign enemy.——The honovrable 
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those who were actuated by the same prin- 
ciples demanded, was nothing more than the 
Constitution—and they desired reform not 
for the subversion but for the estublishment of 


the Constitution. The noble lord (Milton) 
seemed to think that as this was an esta- 
blished practice—a sort of trade which 
had been regularly carried on by every 
Government for a long period, he should 
not think the less of the Ministers now ac- 
cused, even though the charge should be 
proved. He perhaps agreed with the no- 
ble lord in that sentiment. But at the 
same time what inference the country 
would draw from such an opinion, the 
friends of corruption ought well to consi- 
der. They ought to beware of having a 


rooted conviction established in the coun- | 


try, that corruption was become so commpn House. 


| 
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with respect to Seats in that House, that it had | 


ceased to be there regarded as an offence ; or 
would they with sound of trumpet through 
the land proclaim, that not to be corrupt 
isthe shame! But, if they meant to deny 
the existence of such corruption, let them 
come to the proof. It was impossible, 
surely, consistently to maintain that cor- 
ruption was not mischievous, for the Com- 
mittees appointed by the House itself, had 
constantly been exposing and reprobating such 
abuses. The principles which he had al- 
Ways possessed, did not rest merely on 
any theoretical conclusions of his own, 
but were to be found in the Statute Books. 








His object was to restore the Constitution | 


to that purity which it ought to have, and 
which it was understood to possess in the- 
ory. All he now said was that if one of 
the organs by which the Constitution was 
administered was corrupt, it was impossi- 
ble that the Constitution could be sound 
in practice, whatever it might be in theory. 
A charge of Corruption in procuring re- 
turns to that House had been brought 
against two of its Members. If the House 
refused to proceed to inquire into the 
truth of the allegations, the manifest con- 
clusion would be, what had been already 
hinted at, that the offence was too common 
to be considered as a ground of punish- 
ment. One gentleman had said chat ex- 
clusive demerit rested not with the ac- 
cused, and they therefore ought not to be 
exposed. That, however, was not-a sort 
of defence that ought to be satisfactory, 
or that would be satisfactory to the 
Country. With regard to the bill to pre- 
vent the Sale of Seats in that House, pro- 
posed to be introduced by the hon. gent. 
near him (Mr. Curwen) he doubted whe- 
ther its. would not be; to prevent the 
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carrying on of the trade by individuals, 
and to throw it entirely into the hands of 
the Treasury. But the state of the ques- 
tion was this—either we had a Represen- 
tation, or we had not. If we had not a 
real Representation of the people, we 
ought to procure it as soon as possible, for 
no succedaneum could answer the pur- 
pose, whatever means might be devised 
for propping a corrupt and rotten system. 
The honourable baronet on the floor (SirJ. 
Anstruther) had, in attempting to give a 
definition of the word “ intormation,”’ ex- 
pressed a doubt whether he understood the 
English language. But whether he un- 
derstood the English language or not, the 
hon. baronet seemed to have been very 
well acquainted with the feelings of the 
He appeared to have had a notion 
that the féeling of the House was against 





inquiry ; and the cheers with which his 


speech had been received was a strong 
proof of the accuracy of his opinion on 
that point. Much had been said with a 
view to shew that the charge was not pro- 
perly preferred. He, however (Sir F. B.) 
thought there could be no doubt that the 
charge was in itself founded upon the 
most constitutional principles, and brought 
forward in a way that was warranted by 
many parliamentary precedents. 


Mr. D. GIDDY thought that those who 
were so loud in the condemnation of cor- 
ruption did not sufficiently distinguish be- 
tween corruption, properly so called, and 
the influence which property would always 
have in every well regulated society. 
The influence of property was one which 
ought to prevail as well as that of ability. 
He would always be glad to have some 
eminent lawyers in the House—to see 
om nest of the Army and Navy there. 

e Landed Interest ought unquestionably 
to have its full weight, but he saw no rea- 
son why those who had their fortenes in 
chattels or money should be excluded. 
He saw no reason why some of the Direc- 
tors of the East India Company should 
not possess seats in that House, since 
they had important interests to defend. 
(Hear, henr! in one quarter, and a laugh 
in another). ‘There never was a question 
of importance diseussed in that House, 
without a proof that the interests affected 
by it had some persons to represent them. 
Mr. D. G. also remarked, that under this 
system the country, im spite of all the 
wars in which it had been engaged, bad 
flourished. Every town had been im- 
proved; new hurboors lad been con- 
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structed; and manufactures and trade en- | 
creased together. ‘These were blessings 
not to be rashly risked for any fancitul 
schemes of reform (Hear, hear, from ir. 
Windham). Atthe same time, where cor- 
ruption was proved to exist, he would 
concur in adopting the proper means to 
check it, always, however, distinguishing 
between corruption, and that just and 
proper influence which ougat to be in- 
separable from property. 


Mr. TIERNEY expressed his wish that 
the charge against Mr. Perceval shauid be 
separated from that preferred against Lord 
Castlereagh ; and observed, that in the 
case of Shepherd, the charge had been 
given in writing, and he hoped the hon. 
gent. would give in his charge in this way, 
that gentlemen might clearly understand 
upon what they were to vote. He thought 
this question had, strictly speaking, no- 
thing to do with Parliamentary Reform, 
for the offence was one which might be 
committed under any circumstances. The 
charge agaist .Mr.. Perceval and Mir. 
Wellesley was so vague, that he would be 
ashamed to receive it 1 its present shape. 
But as to the charge against Lord Castle- 
reagh, that certainly deserved attention, 
both from its being more distinctly laid, 
and from the circumstance that 167 mem- 
bers of that House had already prenounc- 
ed that noble lord to have been guilty of 
a breach of its privileges.—With regard 
to Parjliamentary Reform, Mr. T. said, 
that he was as warmly attached to that as 
he had ever been. It was one of the 
greatest advantages of the Constitution, 
that when things went wrong the House 
had the power of making them better. 
He, however, was perfectly aware of the 
inconvenience of the time which had been 
chosen to bring forward the gquestion— 
chiefly because it did not appear to him 
that either the sense of the Country or of 
Parliament was decidedly in its favour. 
The question had been raised merely b 
the business of the Duke of York: and he 
believed that there were many who sup- 
ported the cry for Parliamentary Reform 
who had no specific view of the subject 
which they themselves desired to attain— 
(Hear, hear!) What many, he believed, 
understood by Parliamentary Reform was 
a relief from the weight of the taxes. He 
must have little associated with the various 
classes of society in this country, who was 
not convinced of the deep-rooted com- 
‘eure which were called forth by the 
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which they were collected, If any oy. 
would for a moment consider the Weigh 
oi all the other taxes, added to that of tie 
income ‘Tax, he would not be surprised 
that numbers were disposed to listen to any 
that burthen. ‘There was no disposition 
any where for overturning the establish. 
ments of the constitution ; but the peop! 
readily listened to those who from good 
or bad motives proposed Reform, because 
the idea was to encourage the hope that 
by this Reform they would be in some 
measure at least relieved from the pres- 
sure of taxation. But that was a sense ip 
which he did not wish Reform to be un- 
derstood. Nor would he be in the leas 
accessary to the propagation of such a 
delusion. ‘The discussion of the subject o 
Reform, however, did not at all cai] tora 
question like that now before the louse. 
If they intended to bring the subject of 
Reforin before the House, why did they 
not do it directly’ Why should they 
think it necessary to begin by attempting 
to degrade all public men and every go- 
vernment ?—The late Mr. Pitt, Mr. T. 
observed, had gone farther in his project 
than the mere prevention of. the sale and 
purchase of seats, for he proposed that the 
burgage tenures should be bought up, as 
they had subsequently been in Ireland. 
But among all the schemes of Parliauen- 
tary Reform of which he had heard, he 
had never known of a commencement like 
that which the House was now called upon 
to adopt. He knew that a wonderlul ¢e- 
gree of popularity might at present be ac- 
quired, by saying that one belonged to no 
party. But of this kind of popularity he 
was far from being ambitious, because 
without being a party man it would be 
impossible to accomplish any great object, 
and because he was persuaded that the 
country had derived more advantages from 
party warfare in that House, than trom 
any other circumstance whatever. fle 
therefore wished for none of the popularity 
that must result from his being ne pally 
man. He was a zealous party ma!) = 
only wished he were a better. But the 
gentlemen themselves who had set up ” 
ery of “ no party,” afterall constitul® : 
party. They attended and voted 080 e 
on questions which some emcee as 
of minor importance, but as to t er 
which were generally considered _ 
the greatest consequence, such as 
fate of armies, they did not think it neces 
sary to give any vote, and all: staye. 








urthens of the taxes, and the manner in 
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they were acting under a leader—and a | 
leader, be he who he may, they either had | 
or must soon be compelled to appoint.— | 
One of the most remarkable characteris- | 
tics of this party was the attention which | 
it paid to stage etlect, (Hear! hear!) in 
carefully concealing the ultimate object 
at which it aimed. (Hear! hear!) Of the 
two other parties, they gave the preference 
tothe gentlemen on the other side ;_ but 
yet the only result of that preference was 
4 charge against two of them by which 
they were compelled to leave the House. 4 
Ikear! hear!).Bat why did they think | 
Ministers better than those who sat near | 
him ? The reason very probably was, that 
a weak Administration might be more va- 
leable to those who had such views. — For | 


. 


ll this hemight expect to be subject to re- | 
proaches. The usual cry would be renew- 
ed, “ When any motion ismade against 
“ corruption, the parties immediately un- 
“derstand each other, and join against it.”’ 
There was, indeed, one charge - against 
him, a very “heavy one in their opinion, 
Which he could not deny. He had cer- 
tainly been in office—But these gentlemen 
reterred the House to the Reports of their 
Committees in support of their assertions, 
that corruption prevailed im every depart- 
ment of the state. Did they really believe 
it possible, that, in the management of so 
many complicated concerns, and of so 
large an expenditure, no mal-practices 
should at any time occur? It could not be 
done; and hence the advantage of ap- | 
pointing Committees from time to time. 
Uhe abuses were not, however, greater per- 
haps, than might have been expected ; 
and these being pointed outin the Reports, 
the House had an opportunity of applying 
the remedies, Many improvements in the 
conduct of various departments had been 
the consequence of this mode of proceed- 
ing. Mr. 'T. then observed that he diflered 
wilely from the hon. bart. with regard to 
the bill of his hon. friend (Mr. Curwen) 
behind him. He thought the bill would do 
a great deal of good ; but if the hon. bart. | 
(Burdett) was of opinion, that the security | 
which it proposed against the sale of seats 
Was not sufiicient, he himself ought to at- 








| House. 
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T. however, acknowledged that some re- 
form there must be, and the more gradual 
he would be the better pleased. Some- 
thing however, must be done to remore any tn- 
jurious impressions which the people had ef 
that House. ‘The landed interest ought 
for obvious reasons, to have the greatest 
weight in the House, though it ought not 
to be all in all. The monied interest ought 


'to have considerable influence. But at 
| the same time it was proper that mere mo- 


ney should not procure a seat in that 
House, and give rise tospeculations which 
no one could see without pain. But it 
would be great injustice to render a few ir- 


| dividuals the victims of a system which did 


not commence with them. He concluded by 
saving, that he would move an Amend- 


PrP? 


i s . . * 
ment to the Motion, with a view to ex- 


clude that part of the charge relating to 
Mr. Perceval and Mr. Wellesley, and to 
retain only that which related to lord 
Castlereagh. 

A short conversation then took place be- 
tween Mr. Tierney, and the Speaker, re- 
specting the proper mode in point of form 
of introducing this Amendment. 


Mr. WHITBREAD expressed his asto- 
nishment to hear the measure of Parlia- 
meutary Reform obdjecied to by his right 
hon. friend in point of time, the more so 
as that objection was grounded upon the 
same arguments which his rt. hon. friend, 
he, and others, had on former occasions to 
encounter from the other side of the 
With regard to the public meet- 
ings, from which declarations of opinion 
had been published upon the subject ot 
the decision of the House relative to the 
Conduct of the Duke of York, he maintain- 
ed the right of the people to express their opi- 
nion upon any public question, gsscrting that 
there were numbers among the public 
who were as competent to form a correct 
opinion upon that or any other question, 
asthe Members of that House. ‘To think 
otherwise on the part of the House, he 
would consider as an indication of arro- 
gance and folly. ‘The people had the 
whole of the evidence before them with 
respect to the transaction alluded to, and 


tend and propose a better. It was suffi- | upon that evidence they thought proper to 


cient for him, however, that Parliament 
had agreed to the principle, that such 
trafticking in seats ought to be abolished. 
He saw no reason for going into the past; 
and he asked, whether any thing could be 
More unjust than to turn round upon two 
gentlemen, whose conduct had not been at- 


come to a conclusion directly ce to 
that of the House. Was itto be wondered 
at then, that such a conclusion, and the 
considerations connected with it, should 
have induced the mind of the copntry to 
conceive that all was net right in that 
House, and (hat some reform in the repre- 





tended with any peculiar aggravation. Mr. 


sentation was necessary. As to the attack 
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which it was alledged was systematically 
made upon public men, he wished to 
know whether serious disposition to very 
gross attack did not prevail ugainst those who 
were anxions to expose and punish abuses, even 
more than against those who were suppesed to 
profit by the existence of such abuses. He re- 
membered, not many nights ago, to have 
heard it stated in that House by an hon. 
gent. that he would rather be Mrs. Clarke 
with all her vices, than pursue the conduct 
of the hon. gent. who brought her for- 
ward. This he offered as a specimen of 
what those were liable to who struggled 
upon the side of the people, and as some 
counterpoise to the murmuring of those 
gentlemen who felt so very indignant at ac- 
cusations, accompanied by an offer of proof, 
which still they would not suffer the House 
to receive. So that although their pride 
was hurt, and their character impeached, 
they would not allow their principles to be 
vindicated.. Although he supported the 
motion, as he would any measure con- 
nected with Reform, or the correction ofa- 
buses, there were two points in which he 
differed from those so pointedly alluded to 
by his right hon. friend: for he neither 
disclaimed party, nor did he profess that 
extraordinary purity, which was descri- 
bed as a cloak for mischievous designs. 
Giving every man credit for all the in- 
tegrity that he could consistently claim, 
he believed there was no public man 
whatever whose motives were not of a 
mixed nature. Ilis own motives he con- 
fessed to be of that character, and stil] 
he believed himself as well disposed to 
do good as any other man—and in the pro- 
secution of that good he would not suffer 
his mind to be warped by popularity either 
within or without doors. Parliamentary 
Reform he conceived to be the greatest 
good the country could experience, and 
therefore he sought for it. He thought it ne- 
cessary in order to prevent convulsion; but 
he never did think, nor did he ever say, 
that it would operate like enchantment, as 
a panacea for all evils. He never was de- 
luded by theories, but looked for that Re- 
form only which was sought for by so 
ag great men, by Mr. Blackstone, by 
Dr. Paley, by Mr. Fox, by Mr. Pitt, and 
many others. If these great men could 
now be communicated with, if one of them 
at least were enabled to offer his advice, 
sure he was that that wise man, whose 
principles he contracted at his outset in 
political life, would strongly recommend 
the conduct he was now pursuing.—Seve- 
ral gentlemen, particularly about the Mi- 
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nisterial Bench, had, he recollected, pro- 
fessed their resolution to wage war with 
corruption; but of such a case as that ther 
before the House did not rouse them to act, he 
could not conceive when they would give battle. 
Here were two Ministers of State accused 
of receiving money for a Seat in tha 
House, calling upon the person purchasing 
such seat to vacate, because he would hot 
vote against his conscience. How the 
money arising out of the purchase had been di» 
posed of the House was yet to learn. The 
Chancellor of the Exchequer had talked 
of the violations of social confidence jy 
the disclosure of this transaction. But 
in fact there was no social confidence in 
the case on the part of his honourable 
friend. The information he received he 
laid, as was his duty, before the House, and 
it was for the House to decide how it would 
act for the preservation of its own honou 
and character. But it was pretended, that 
as there was such a disposition to abuse 
public men, it was here proper fo make a 
stand against inquiry— What, in such a 
flagrant case? The present ministers 
would not determine upon such a stand 
in the instance of the Hampshire Election. 
They would then prosecute Mr. Free- 
mautle with the utmost rigour for writing a 
letter to a single voter: and yet now they 
would claim complete impunity for the 
Chancellor of the Exchequer and_ lord 
Castlereagh, who had sold a seat toa Men- 
ber upon certain terms to obtain his vote, 
and afterwards turned him out of his sea! 
because he would not vote against bis 
judgment. If such a case as this were over 
looked, the House might as well, in his opinion, 
expunge its Journals, burn its Statutes, and blot 
out the Constitution, But, gentlemen a 
serted that there was no precedent lor 
these retrospective inquiries—Did they 
forget that, in one of the most corrup! 
periods of our history, at the close of sit 
Robert Walpole’s Administration, @ ed 
mittee was appointed to inquire into te 
abuses of that Administration for no les 
than ten years back? In these gentleme”, 
who voted against lord Castlereagh upon ® 
former night for an act of corruption, © 
was only inchoate, he thought it would : 
exceedingly inconsistent to vote eee’ 
this motion, where the act was alle i 
to be complete—The opinion 12 favou 

of Reform he believed to be much sen 
general than it had been at apy — 
period, and it was very easily to 0° 

counted for. The result of the wa ofthe 
respecting the Duke of York, the re of lord 
Reversion Bill, and the vote in favour 
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(ustlereagh, formed strong additional reasons 
for discrediting the composttion of that House, 
and naturally multiplied the advocates for Re- 
F form. Still he thought the sentiment in 
support of Reform, when it was last dis- 
cussed, would have been much louder, 
more universal and effective, if it had not 
been for the extraordinary exercise of the 
influence of the Crown. This exercise 
was most strongly exemplified in the case 
of the celebrated Robert Burns, the poet, 
as appeared from a letter of his published 
since hisdeath. Burns was an exciseman, 
and having, by the liberality of his senti- 
ments, incurred the imputation, the sur- 
veyor called upon him by order of the 
Commissioners. Burns disclaimed the 
charge; but although under the appre- 
vension of being sent with his family to 
seek for bread, for the produce of his 
works was insufficient to support a sick 
vrother, he ventured to say that the cor- 
ruption of the Legislature, and the extend- 


ing influence of the Executive, boded no | 


good to the country. Upon which the 
Surveyor observed authoritatively —« It 
is your business Sir, to act, and not to 
‘timk—be silent and obedient.’’ 


Bl:. Whitbread reprobated such levity. 
xe he was that those who could laugh 
‘such an insolent observation must be 
ery much inferior indeed, in genius and 
orth, to the man to whom it was address- 
J—It had become a fashion, he per- 
tived of late, to call upon gentlemen, 
‘her improperly as he thought, for a 
rofession of faith upon certain political 
aets.—For himself, however, he had no 
ryection to make the profession required, 
Pc Certainly was not an advocate for the 
Kclusion of all placemen from seats in 
hat House, Although he knew there 
‘re many who had no right to be there, 

would rather prefer the presence of 
nisters, in order that they might be 
Hironted with their accusers, that they 
ight account for their conduct, and dis- 
4y their views to the House. He was 
80 adverse to the idea, that it was of no 
‘sequence by whom the affairs of the 
‘ernment were administered. It ap- 
ared to him. quite preposterous, even if 
‘uption were not removed or diminish- 
» that it would not be material to con- 
et by whom the power of the country 
uld be directed. What, that if the 
‘tl were ina crazy state, and its sails 
‘, Jt mattered not what pilot was at the 
m!—There was not perhaps a man in 





















MAY 20, 1809.—Mr. Madochs’s Motion. 





(A | 
agi ut the back of the Ministerial benehes.) | 





[766 
of revolution than he did. His all was at 
stake. He enjoyed many comforts, and 
valuing the British Constitution, he would 
not risk its loss for any untried system 
—still less for a Republic. He was no 
admirer of Republican Governments, 
They had both in ancient and modern 
times been corrupt and arbitrary. Even 
in Athens, supposed the purest Republic, 
corruption pervaded the whole commu- 
nity, the people being bribed by the 
orators, and the orators bribed by foreigu 
states, Demosthenes himself not being free 
from the imputation; but aversion to the 
idea of revolution must utterly blindfold 
the judgment of any man, who could 
suppose that such an evil was likely to arise, 
f lord Castlereagh were not granted impunity 
Sor a iwo-fold abuse of patronage, and ¢f such 
a case as that before the House were not over- 
looked: the notion was perfectly ridiculous.— 
The hon. gent. concluded with exhorting 
the House to guard the country against 
the fate which all the corrupt Govern- 
ments of Europe had experienced—to 
conciliate the people to their Govern- 
ment, and not to reduce England to the 
state in which Sicily now was, where the 
conduct of its Government had rendered 
the people indilicrent to the fate which 
seemed to menace them. 


Mr. B. BATHURST saw no reason 
why it should be assumed that he, and 
the gentlemen who voted with him in 
the majority upon the Duke of» York’s 
case, had not come to a correct and con- 
cientious conclusion. ‘That they did so he 
had no doubt would be the prevalent opi- 
nion of the country, when the present 
ferment subsided, and gentlemen had an 
opportunity of explaining the grounds of 
their conduct to their constituents. <As to 
the question of Reform, and the extraor- 
dinary professions of purity by which it 
was recommended from certain quarters, 
he begged the Honse to examine those 
professions. It would be recollected, that 
of all the corruptions which had occurred, 
or were ever reported to have occurred, 
at popular elections—even the story of 
Punch at Shaftesbury sunk into insignifi- 
cance, when compared to the creation of 
the hundreds of voters for the Isleworth 
Mill (Hear! hear! from the Ministerial 
benches). The right hon. gent. expressed 


his resolution to oppose this motion, or 


any other of a similar nature, which promised 
to give food and fuel to that popular fer- 





itty who felt more horror at the idea 


ment which it should be the object of the 
House to allay. 7 
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Lord COCHRANE said, his principal , action. The practice of trafficking a 


reason for supporting Parliamentary Re- 
form upon o!d constitutional principles 
was, as he had stated at a late popular 
meeting, in order to set ministers free from 
those discussions. which occupied too much 
of their time, and rendered them unable 
to attend to the important business of their 
several departments, the neglect of which 
he had too often witnessed on foreign sta- 
tions. If the people were fairly represent- 
ed in that House, his opinion was, that 
there would be lcss of captious opposition 
or tedious controversy; corruption wauld 
be set aside: opposition would have ane 
abuses to point out; and ministers, being dis- 
engaged from the task of defending such things, 
erould be able to devote their minds more pro- 
fitably for the 
ore alluded to. 


orte ef ho 
stalk ’ lo the objects fit had ue 


™. 


Mr. PONSONBY said that the allusions 
to Popular Meetings and to Par! 
Reform wer quite relevant to the ques- 
tion before the House. As to Reform, 


Menvwary 


be would vot, as he had before said, deliver 
any opinion on that subject ineidently, nor 
until it was brourht before the House for 
discussion. The question before the Honse 
involved a charge aguinst two of the Mi- 
nisters relative to the Sale of a Seat in that 
House.—But he would appeal to all who 
heard h m, whether many Seats tvcre not soli, 
and that being notorious, he never could 
persuade himself to take advantage of such a 
circumstance tn a political adversary for the 
purpose of running him down, ‘Vhere was, 
perhaps, no public man in the world, with 
regard to whom he felt such deep resent- 
ment as against one of the persons inph- 
cated by this accusation (Castler.azh). He 
disliked bim tor his conduct in [reland, in 
that country whose prosperity he had 
marred —whose population he had perse- 
cuted—whose conseynence he had de- 
graded—whose independence he had ex- 
tinguished by practices, into the detail of 
which he would not then enter. But the 
more he felt those sentiments with respect 
to that noble lord, the more he sirove to 
controul his feelings in order to correct his 
judgment. lie had voted against the 
noble lord (Castlereagh) the other night, 
because the nobie lord himself confessed 
his guilt. But in that case he could not 
consider the application to him by Mr. 
Dick to be any thing more than the appli- 
cation of one friend to another to facili- 
tate his attainment of a seat in Parhiament. 
Such things were known to be done by hundreds, 
and why, therefore, inquire into this trans- | 





4 rT ; ge "Or asi 
Yet now gentlemen were not a 





Seats had, he admitted, Became as cian, 
AS THE NOON-DAY svn, and the excess jj) 
so much scandalized the country, tha: » 
became necessary tu imterfere, That } 
terference had taken place in the Bil} 1 
be brought in by his hon. friend (My. 
Curwen), and this measure would. by 
trusted, be rendered by the wisdom of thp 
House @ complete remedy for the evil com. 
plained of. It might be said, that he was 
delicate upon this subject, lest some of his 
own friends might be detected in suc! 
ceedings. Perhaps some of his friend 
so guilty, he could not say, but for himseli 
he could declare, that he had never p 
a shilling to any man for his vote. Bur 
the practice complained of was so 
and so universally known to have pri 
ed, that he could not reconcile it t 
notions of liberality and jusnce to se) 
these two individuals as the viet 


Lorpv FOLKESTONE thought it mot 
apvear rather inconsistent that geat!cmen 


| should support the Bili of the ton. gent 


(Mr. Curwen), if the practice it propos 


to correct were not deemed blamealile, au 
if that practice were so dla» | 
could the acquittal of the two ninstes 
referred to inthe motion be justilied. Pa 
the approbation of both parties in = 
tlouse, with regard to the bili aliuced © 
was somewhat new and surp! | 
never heard ofthat approbat 
nicht, and he honed it was not el 
agewer that occasion, to. create 
in fevour of the recused, Bat sv; pe 
bill passed that House, a mig! 
out in the-lords, and then what 
would the House be placed tp, tf at over 
the subject of the accusation. 
mentioned such shameful practice: | 
charge referred to, he remembered 
was met bv a cheer of disapprovann 
the other side, and was challens 
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avow that these disgraceful . 
were as notorious as the nonce) 
and that was admitted with e Cg 
When he brought forward Ins mot ; 
inquiry, it was objected to upon the 4 
that his charges were 100  ecael 
now this motion was resisted rs of po 
vas too specific. So that no form ey 
ceeding could suit those gentle 
cause, in plain English, 1 te er aot, 

terest to investigate any charge.—* vert @ 
would be glad to know ee 

greater enemies to public oon an 
who would mark out and exclute ™ 
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wi J 
i 
cking in persons from public station, or they who 
AS CLarinc would unblushingly resist ali inquiry, upon 
Xcess had the avowed ground that corruption was so exten- 
try, tha: i ere, that no individual charge could be ad- 
” That in. mitted? Could gentlemen be surprised 
the Bill t it, after such an avowal froin both sides, 
riend (Mr the public should be distrustful of the ho- 
would. he nour and character of that House? Such 


distrust did exist, and it was notorious. 
He deprecated the idea of supposing that 
it was to be removed by any other means 
than by inquiry, and proving it to be un- 


Com of the 
> ‘} 
l¢ CTH Com. 


that he was 


Some of | 

n such pr founded. Resisting inquiry only served to 
friends x strengthen the influence and to extend the limits 
for him of suspicion, by comprehending all those who 
never i connected themselves with such resistance. The 
vote. 1 noble lord concluded with declaring his 
ie ee resolution to oppose the Amendment, and 
ie Ss to vote for the original motion. 


i Yo seleel Mr. WINDHAM entered into a variety 
ae of ingenious arguments in support of his 
opinion upon the subject of Reform. 
There were many things of the nature re- 
ferred to in this motion, which were, in 
fact, coeval and coexistent with the con- 
stitution itself, and they had “ grown with 
ble, and «ts growth and strengthened with its strength.” 
These things were, in fact, so interwoven 
with the constitution, and that constitution 
ilself was such a complicated system, that 


es in the No wise statesman would veniure to tear 
lnded to, hem out, lest he should take out something 
oe. Tee °¢ry valuable along with them. The constitu- 


‘ tion was like the elements of the air we breathe, 
some of which were potsonous, and yet tf those 
‘lements were extracted the’ earth would not be 
habitable, When gentlemen taiked of the 
theory of the Constitution, they seemed to 
forget that those corruptions, as they were 
called, formed part of that theory, for they 
were to be found coexisting with the Con- 
stitution in- all times, even in the best of 










eS 
d es—even in the days of the Great 
jon | Chatham, ashe was termed. That noble 
to fe lord, no doubt, made use of this species of 
mei ‘rafic, and upon the principles stated, 
ettio Namely, as @ part of the defence of govern- 
jay 5 ment. ie must have made use of corrup- 
pro tion. Por, in fact, there was corruption 
ti im the country from top to bottom, and from 
groill bottom to top, differing only in this re- 
|. Spect, that it was more dense at bottom, 
~ause and became purer as you advanced to the top. 
of pr That when you came tu the top you found 
en, § No corruption, itwould be preposterous to 
best assert. Men were, as his hon. friend ob- 
rot, served, influenced by mixed motives, and 


he did not know himself a human creature 
who denied it. Ambition had his full 
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operation on public men, and @ sort ef cor- 
ruption was sometimes necessary to gratify 
it, But he could never believe that any 
thing low, such as the embezzlement of money, 
was among the higher order of public 
men. Indeed the commotion created by 
any such charge, was, in itself, proof that 
the thing was unlikely. ‘To guard against 
embezzlement on the part of agents, was 
impossible in the extensive expenditure of 
our revenues, and therefore any charge 
against any minister upon that ground 
would be totally unjust. If a man, in his 
own private family, could not guard against 
prodigality and mismanagement, surely 
such a guard could not be looked for, or 
entirely relied upon, in disposing of the 
resources of a great nation, The hon. 
gent. expressed his intention to vote 
against the motion. 


Lorn ARCHIBALD HAMILTON spoke 


strongly on the opposite side. 


Mr.WILBERFORCE believing that the 


proposed investigation would terminate in 


1 . ~ 
the exculpation of the two hon. members, 


still was of opinion, that the House should 
entertain the proposition ef the hon. mover. 
The public confidence and support were 
at all trmes desirable, but at a moment of 
danger from without and dissatisfaction 


he ] 
from within, that House was bound to 


pursue a strictly just and honourable 
course, To refuse the motion of that night 
was to afford a strong illustration of the neces- 
sity of that Reform, which it was idly sup- 
posed could be best. checked by a deter- 
mination not to enter upon inguiry.— 
Viewing the case in a moral view[Thic 
cries of Question! question! Withdraw ! 
withdraw ! were so frequent and continued, 
that it was impossible to hear the remam- 
ing observations of the rt. hon. gent. }— 
onty that he concluded with his determi- 
nation of supporting the motion of the 
hon. gent. (Mr.’ Madocks). 


Mr. CANNING, in a very eloquent ha- 
rangue, called upon the Honse that night 
TO MAKE A STAND AGAINST THE 
ENCROACHMENTS OF THE FAC- 
TIOUS, and to reflect upon the system 
of which this motion formed a part, dexter- 
ously introduced as it’ was. ‘To-night it was 
called upon to make an immolation of two 
upon his side of the House, and, perhaps, if 
suecessful now, it would on the morrow be 
summoned to sacrifice two stately victims 
from the other. (Hear, hear!) He argued 
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the right of canvassing the motives and 
appreciating the conduct of public meet- 
ings, when such meetings were protruded 
upon the judgment of that House, as 
speaking the popular will, although never 
legitimately convened, either according to 
the spuit or the forms of the constitation. 
The rt. hon. gent., although persuaded 
that excu!pation would be the consequence 
of inquiry into the conduct of his two rt. 
hon. colleagues, of one of whom (Mr. 
Perceval) he would say that his private virtue 
and public integrity were acknowledged by his 
Friends, and admitted even by his political op- 
ponents to be without a stain) stil! he thought 
the House bound to negative the motion, 
as weil for its avowed object as for the 
consequences to which it would lead. He 
then concluded with a florid panegyric upon 
the House of Comnions, to whatever Causes, 
whether arrangement or chance, it owed 
its present constitution. 


Mr. HUTCHINSON protested against 
the doctrine of that night, which posterity 
would reprobate. When it should hear 
that a House of Commons was found so 
debased as to acknowledge the existence 
of corruption in its formation, and justify 
the existence of it. (Cries of withdraw, 
withdraw, and violent uproar). It was at 
least consistent for those, said the hon. 
member, ‘o drown, if possible, the discus- 
sion of men who opposed them. Con- 
vinced, as they must be, that such conduct 
as they pursued that night, could neither 
bear inquiry, argument, or the touchstone 
of common integrity. 


Mr. WM. SMITH thought the House 
bound to reflect upon the alledged inter- 
ference of lord Castlereagh, with the vote 
of Mr. Dick upon a judicial guestion of high 
importance. [ No, No, from the Ministerial 
benches]. Af the fact be not so, whi not 
inquire? [No, No, from the same quarter]. 
P repeat the words—if the fact be not so, 
why not inguire? and if with the question 
thus put to you, you refuse to inquire, the 
country will mut fail to form its own decision. 


Mr. PETER MOORE stated, that on a 
former occasion, when he opposed him- 
self to the general motion of a noble lord 
(Folkestone), because it did not state some 
definite grounds, he had then the honour 
of being cheered by his Majesty’s Minis- 
ters and their adherents. Their objection 
then was,—your motion is too wide-wast- 

gz, tow indefinite, and therefore we op- 


POLITICAL REGISTER.—Mr. 7adocks’s Motion. 


[i7¢ 
ble shape and we will withdraw OUr re- 
sistance ? Here then was something i a tun. 
gible shape; here was specific corruption of. 


their body, in confidential situations under 
the Crown. How has it been received ? 
Shame to say, its existence has not only Leen 
aduntied from time immemorial, but ever justi. 
fied from both sides of the House. Let the 
House cautiously reflect how it sends 
abroad such principles, sanctioned by their 
decision. In such an attempt to vindicate 
the character of the two rt. hon. gentlemen, 
they will fail to retrieve them, whilst they 
sacrilice to eternity the honour, the credit, 
and the character of the House of Com- 
mons, 


Mr. MADOCKS madz a brief reply, 
defended the consistency of his public life 
and the purity of his motives. He felt 
impelled to the course by the sense of 
public duty, from which, not even the conduct 
of that night should succecd in warping him. 
A right hon. gent. (Mr. Windham) had 
confessed, that corruption existed from the 
top to the bottom of the state. He was 
sorry to agree with the right hon. gent. on 
this point. It did, indeed exist most ge- 
nerally. Its universality and ubiquiy 
were irightful, and reminded him of Vu- 
gil’s figure of Fame: 

‘ Ingrediturque solo, et caput inter nulils 

condit.’ 


The Question being loudly called for, 
strangers were ordered to withdraw. We 
understand * that the two Amendm nts 
were negatived without a division. lhe 
House then divided on the original mo 
tion, as proposed by Mr. Madocks,—wiie! 
the numbers were :— 

Noes - - 310 
Ayes - - %9 


MAJORITY AGAINST INQUIRY 229 


List oF THE Murnorirty. 


Adams, Charles Cochrane, Lord “ 
Althorp, Viscount Coombe, Harvey Chr 
Antonie, William Lee Cooke, Bryan 
Astley, Sir J, H. Creevey, Thomas "i 
Babingtun, Thomas Curwen, Jobn Chsritian 
Barham, Joseph Foster Dickenson, William 
Baring, Alexander Dundas, yaar # 
Biddulph, R. Myddieton Fellowes, Hon. “4 f 
Brad-haw,Hon.Ang.Cav, Fitzpatrick, Rt.Feo- 
Brand, Hon. Thomas Forbes, Viscount 





se 1 but give us something in a tangi- & 


Browhe, Anthoty Giles, Daniel 
Burdett, Sir Francis Gower, Earl 

Byng, George Graut, 

Calvert, Nicholson Grattan, Rt Hon Her’ 


Jered to be proved against two members of 
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ution of- Halsey, Joseph Mosley, Sir O.wald 
ibers of Hamilton, Lord Archibald Mostyn, Sir Toomas 
$ under H bbert, George North, Du iley 
\ ; flooywood, Willram Northey, Wiilam 
eived ? Horver, Francis Ossulston, Lord 
nly been Howard, Henry Parnell, Heury 
CH Justi- Howorth, Hamphry Pelham, Hon. Ch. And, 
Let the Haches, William Lewis = Perey, Fart 
; sende Hutchnsoo, Hon. C. H. Porchester, Lord 
Hussey, WV tliam Pym, Francis 
ry their lekv il, Jo-eph Romilly, Sir Samuel 
dicate Jones, Thomas Savage, Francis 
‘lemen, King, Sv John Dashwood Scudamore, Rich. Philip 
st they Knapp, George Sharp, Richard 
csai's Lanbe, jon. William Shepley, William 
_— Lam ton, Ralph John Smith, William 
Com- Laucton, William Gore — St. Aubya, Sir John 
Lenon, Sir William Symonds, Thomas Powel 
Lemon, John Talbot, Richard Wogan 
reply Lioyd, Sir Edw. Pryce Thornton, Henry 
ee Lyttleton, Hon. Wm. H. = Tracey, Cha. Hanbury 
slic lite M Donald, James Walpole, Hon. George 
le felt Markham, John We:tern, Charles Callis 
nse of Martin, Henry Wharton, John 
conduct Maule, Hon. William Whitbread, Samuel 
ig him Mildmay, sit Harry Wilberforee, William 
‘ Miller, Sir Thomas Wardle, Gwyllym Lloyd 
») had Milner, Sir W. Mordaunt TELLERS. j 
om the Milton, Lord’ Viscount Madocks, Wm.., Alex. 
le was Moore, Peter Fulkestone, Viscount 
ent. ON — 
Ost ge- TO 
e Vin HE INDEPENDENT Peopie or Hampsnire. 
LETTER UW. 
— ParttaAMENTary Rrrorm. 
Introductory Address. 
od GexvLeMeEN, 
ments AT our last County-Meeting, we re- 
‘The solved, with only eight or ten dissenting 
aan voices out of about two thousand of the 
wher Most respectable men in this county, that 
it would be expedient for us to meet on a 
B10 future day to consider of the propriety of 
85 | 4 Petition to the King, praying His Ma- 
a jesty to be graciously pleased to afford us 
125 his royal countenance and support in ob- 
— taining a reformation in the Commons’ 
louse of Parliament ; and, as I look for- 
ward with confident hope, that that Meet- 
ing will take the matter seriously in hand, 
Shrist think it may be useful, m the mean- 
Wale, for me to submit to you my opi- 
- hions upon that interesting and important 
ritian subject, 
r lhis 1 propose to do in the presént and 
fi future Letters; and, here, at the outset, 1 
y. Ra. think it due te you and to tis great cause 
of the country to declare, that I shall, at 
all times, be ready to insert whatever may 
be sent te me, in the way of answer to 
cory What I shall address to you ; thus secur- 


ing to truth the fairest possible chance of 


‘uccess, by giving, through the same 
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channel in which my Letters will circu- 
late, circulatr un to tie opinions of those, 
who may diler fromme. ‘This has been 
the invariable practice of my politi al tife. 
Bat, in order to confine the discussion 
within reasonable bounds, I must notify, 
that those who may be disposed to answer 
me must confine themse!ves to the sub- 


ject; must state in the head of their perfor- 


mances, which of my letters they are an- 
swering, and must take the paragraphs re- 
gularly, one after another, as I shall ar- 
range and number them; and must con- 
fine themselves, as to space, so as not to ex- 
ceed, in any instance, double the length of 
that which they profess to answer. Those 
who may chose to enter this field of con- 
troversy, will, of course, keep copies of 
what they send to me; and, if I find any 
thing not connected with the subject, I will 
state it, whereupon they may make the 
necessary curtailments. [ take these pre- 
cautions, because I would not involve this 
interesting subject in confusion, which, to 
truth, is not much less.an enemy than is 
falshood itself. 

We should enter upon this discussion 
with minds unheated by any thing that 
has recently transpired ; and, above all 
things, we should subdue im us any thing 
like a spirit of revenge. Iam ready, and | 
have conversed with no man who is not 
ready, to say: ‘ What is done cannot be 
“undone: let there .be no thought of 
“ vengeance for the past: ‘let all that has 
« been done be forgotten for ever, and let 
“no one mect with any punishment or 
“ reproach on account of it, provided we 
“now have that which shall effectually 
‘prevent the recurrence of such things 
“for the future.’ And, indeed, if you 
consult history, you will find, that, amongst 
nations as well as amongst individuals, it 
is not the original and naked offence so 
much as a pertacity in defending, or 
persevering in, it, that inspires the offends 
ed with that thirst for vengeance, which, 
though it may bring calamity @pon the 
offended as well as the offender, does very 
seldom. fail to prove destructive to the 
former. 

Nor, if our deliberations. should cone 
clude with an unanimous decision in fae 
vour of Reform, should we, in my opinion, 
be too Aasty in oar éxpectations. All 
changes of great national importance re- 
quire time. That which is done in great 
haste, is seldom well done. Improvement 
in all things generally procecds by de- 
grees; and, though we have here the 
book of the constitution for our guide, 
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complete restoration, any more than crea- 
tion, cannot be expected to be the work 
of a single efiort. When we confront the 
practice with the theory of our govern- 
ment, which we have, at all times, a right 
to do, we must, of course, make a lumping 
appeal from the one to the other; but, 
when we set about the work of restora- 
tion, we must, if we mean to succeed, 
first remove that which we find to be most 
injurious aud most hosule to the principles 
of the constitution; and thus pursue our 
course, till all the essential evils be re- 
moved. 


A remark or two seems necessary here, 


in answer to the insinuation, and, indeed 
the open accusation, against ail those, who 


stand prominently forward in the cause of 


Retorm: it is this, that they wish for confu- 
sion; for the annihilation of property ; 
and for uproar and bloodshed. This, 
Gentlemen, has always been the charge 
against al{ those, who have had the courage 
to take the lead in endeavouring to root 
out corruption. From the nature of things, 
it is a charge that must be preferred against 
such men; because the corrupt will na- 
turally seek to disarm those who attack 
them, and, it being impossible (er, at 
least, it has always appeared so till now) to 
say that corruption is right, there is no mode 
of attacking its assailants, other than that 
of representing them as wishing for con- 
fusion and uproar, by which representa- 
tions, the uniniormed are misled and the 
timid are frighted. By this mode, this na- 
tion has long been deceived, and alarmed. 
Pesterity will, I hope, hardly believe; I 
hope, that our children will hardly credit 
the true history of the delusions sad alarms 
of the last fifteen years, during several of 
which the Act vf Habeas Corpus, or Per- 
sonal Safety Act, stood repealed, and any 
man was liable to be sent to prison, and 
there to be kept tor years, without a trial and 
without a hearing ; nay, many men were 
s0 imprisoned. And what was all this for? 
Why was this suspension of that great law, 
without which, in fact, the English govern- 
ment is no better than the old government 
of France? Why, because the nation was 
alarmed; because it was persuaded that 
certain Clubs and Societies would destro 
all property, when what those Clubs de- 
manded, though they might do it indis- 
creetly, was, in tryth, no more than what 
Mr. Pi Aes uke of Richmond, had 
thonstpeswiemanded tnd had represented 
AdvgieaiNG FELD 1), 

A the nation, many 


of SEES oe eer Nid 
Weird Oy age BEN meereceiul days of 
| | , and, I 
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i 
think, it will be very difficult for the 
friends of corruption to cause their re. 
turn; but, still they harp upon the dangers 
of change, though they cannot deny, that 
the change would be for the better ; and 
still, though we ask only for the restora. 
tion of a part of the well-known and long- 
tried constitution of England, as relatin 
to the House of Commons; still they ac. 
cuse us of a wish to introduce confusion, 
uproar and bloodshed. But, who are 
these accusers? Those who accused Mr, 
Wardle; those who denounced him tothe 
nation as the tool ef a Jacobin Conspiracy; 
those who have been detected in the mis- 
application of the public money, and in 
the worst sorts of corruption ; these are 
the persons, who attribute to us a wish to 
destroy all property, and to introduce 
uproar and bloodshed. In short, if we 
would form a correct opinion of these 
efforts to excite new alarm; if we would 
form a correct opinion of the views of 
those, who raise these impudent calumnies 
against our cause, we have only to bear 
in mind, that Jonn Bow res was the first 
who accused Englishmen of Jacobinism; 
that the Rev. Dr. O’Meana, from under 
the wing of Mrs. Clarke, preached betore 
the king against Democracy ; and thiat the 
Rev. Mr, Beazzey, who tendered a brive 
to the Duke of Portland to make him Dean 
of Salisbury, wrote a pamphlet upon the 
approaching dangers of Popery.— Svclt 
are the alarmists; and, if you bear this 
fact in mind, you will have very little difl- 
culty in deciding as to what are now the 
real grounds of alarm. 

Besides, who and what are the pers™, 
who stand most prominently exposed t 
this accusation? Six Francis Burvett, Me 
Mapocks, Mr. Warps, and Lorp Coc 
RANE. These are the only membe’s of 
the House of Commons, who, as yet wit 
taken a decided and active part in the cause 
And, are you to be made to believe, that 
these four gentlemen, or either o! them 
can wish ill to their country? That tey 
who have, all of them, such large por! 
of property, wish to see all property 
stroyed ? Or, are you to be made to be oo 
that they, who have so much talent i . 
much knowledge and so much of ati 
every other respect, are, upon this su ; br 
fools? The thing is not to be believe’ ™ 
any man in his senses. ait 

Vith respect to myself, ] should ens 
ly not trouble you, were it not OY ony 
that it may be useful, in this Introds the 
Address, to give you an instance sail 
behaviour of my opponent, writer 















































my 
hare 
“som 
the 
said 
page. 
iclar 
writs 
F gold 
the | 
Tha 


is ne 
the ; 







whic 


















177} 
Some of you will have heard, perhaps, that 


























(77% while I was in America, I wrote several 
for the pamphlets, some under a feigned name, 
leir res and some under no name at all. From 
dangers one of these pamphlets, the London ministe- 
ly, that rial newspapers have extracted these words: 
Ts and «For my part, lam no friend of the English; I 
restora «wish their island was sunk to the bottom of 
id long- « thesea.” Having taken this sentence, they 
relating tell their readers, that it is quite natural 
hey ac- ‘such a person” should wish tor a Reform 
fusion, that would lead to revolution———Gentle- 
ho are men, [do not recollect any thing so bad 
ed Mr, as this, ever done, or attempted to be done, 
n tothe by any writer in the world. —— The 
piracy; pamphlet, from which the extract is made, 
he mis. was written for the purpose, and the sole 

and in purpose, of serving my king and country, 

hese are and that, too, at a time and in a place, 
wish to ‘when and where no man but myself had 
troduce the zeal to write a line for such a purpose. 
, if we In order to give effect to what I was writ- 
f these ing, 1 was necessary for me to say some- 
e would thing to disguise the fact, that it proceeded 
iews of irom an Englishman’s pen; and, that this 
lumnies was the case, there needs no proef but this, 
to bear that the government at home caused this 
the first pamphlet to be republished in England. Fur- 
obinism ; ther, for having written this and other 
1 under pamphlets in America, the government 
1 before here made me offers of their support, which 
that the I never accepted of. Upon my return 
a bribe irom America those offers were renewed, 

m Dean fe Ut again rejected. I received marks of 
pon the ‘pprobation, for these writings, from all the 
— Such ten then in power, I dined at Mr. 
ear this Windham’s with Pitt, which I then thought 
le diff ‘very great honour; and, really, when 
jow the Mr. Canning looks back to the time, when 
Idined at his house at Putney, and when 

persone he paid me so many just compliments for 
osed t0 ty exertions in my country’s cause, I can 
71, Me hardly think, that he must not view with 
. Cock some degree of shame these attempts on 
bers of the part of persons, who are publickly 

ot, have said to write under his particular patron- 
» Cause. 4ge. As to Mr. Windham, he has de- 
ve, that clared, in oper parliament, that, for my 
¢ them, writings in America, | deserved a statue of 

at they, gold__—Judge you, then, of the candour, 

yor tions the truth, the honesty, of the writers, who 

rty de mee Parliamentary Reform ; and, as yet, 

peliert ‘ have seen it opposed by no writer, who 

a; # " not of this description. Judge you of 

sind i ° motives of such men; judge you of 

subject “ nature of that cause, in support of 

wed bY ‘hich such means are resorted to; judge 

: ou how strong my adversaries must think 

sertaith We in fact, in argument, and in character, 

spinon hen they are driven to the employment 

means like these.——I have not trou- 
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bled you with this statement by the way 
of complaint ; for, indeed, such things can- 
not fail to have a good eflect, with all sen- 
sible men, and to such enly do I address 
myself. The man, who takes upon him 
to write on politics, necessarily exposes 
himself to misrepresentations and cajum- 
nies of all sorts; especially if his object 
be to spoil the trade of the corrupt and 
the venal. It is his inevitable lot; but, he 
has always this consoling and encouraging 
reflection; that his adversaries, with a 
strict regard to the rules of proportion, are 
sure to adapt the measure of their anger to 
the magnitude of his success, and of their 
consequent dread of his future exertions. 
The greatest compliment that can possibly 
be paid to any writer, is, to answer his ar- 
gument by an attack upon his person ; 
and, the next is, that of appealing to his 
opinions, formerly expressed, especially 
under a total change of circumstances, 
whether as to the things themselves or the 
information relating to them. This last 
species of attack has been made most libe- 
ral use of against me. Just as if dpinions 
formed and expressed,when I was not much 
more than half as old as I now am, and 
when I had, in fact, had no experience at all, 
were to invalidate, or have any weight, 
against the arguments that I now have to 
offer. Because I prajsed Mr. Pitt, when I 
was in America, or upon my return, does 
it follow that I was to continue to praise 
him after being some years a near witness 
of his conduct, and after having seen it 
proved, that he lent, without interest, 
40,0001. of the public money, to 400 mem- 
bers of ihe House of Commons, without any 
authority for so doing, and even without 
communicating the fact to his colleagues. 
When I saw this come to light, and when 
I saw him take a bill of indemnity, (that is, a 
law to screen him from punishment) for this, 
as well as for other acts of his administra- 
tion: when I saw this, was | still to praise 
him? Or, if l did it not, was I to be ac- 
cused of inconsistency ? This was the 
drift of Ms. Pouzrer’s personalities 
at Winchester, and of the hand-bills, 
which, on that morning had been posted 
up in the Inns and other places of the 





city, and all which you treated with that 


coutempt, which they so well merited. 
—-—Such attempts, when made upon men 
of sense, always fail of their intended ef- 
fect, and ave sure to recoil, with tenfold 
force, upon those who make use of them. 
Any attack upon me, if it come in a cre- 
duable sh I am at all times ready to 
answer, jos pa certain that I shail beat my 
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adversary ; but, having thus exposed to 
your view the means by whi i ihe ene- 
mies of Parliamentary Reiorm have hither- 
to endeavoured to excite a prejudice 
against one of its principal literary advo- 
cates, I shai] not, hereafter, sufier the ais- 
cussion to be encumbered with any thing 
not immediate!y belonging to the subject; 
I shail not suffer myself to be lured from 
the important points at issue by any thing 
whatever relating personally to me. 

There is one more topic, upon which | 
think it may be necessary to say a lew 
words in this introductory address, and 
even before I come to lay down the heads 
and the order of the discussion. I allude 
to the cry, with which every atiempt to 
obtain a Reform of the Parliament is, upon 
all occasions, met by those who have so 
manifest an interest in preventing such 
Reform. The cry is this: What, you 
“ want a REVOLUTION, do you ;” and, 
then they fall to a description of the hor- 
rors of the FRENCH REVOLUTION. 

Gentlemen, I do not think that you, or 
that any part, or any one, of my readers 
can be so weak as to be swayed by a fal- 
lacy so palpable as this ; but, it may not, 
upon this occasion, be amiss to give it an 


exposure 1p detail, in order to see whether | 


those, who make use of it, have in them 
any remains of shame. 

‘There was a revolution in France, which 
produced great calamities and_ horrors, 
and, therefore, we are desired to believe, 
that all revolutions must prodece calami- 
ties and horrors; and this doctrine, too, 
is preached to us from the very same lips 
whence proceed endless praises of the re- 
volution in England, which placed the 
House of Brunswick upon the throne. 

Supposing, however, all political revo- 
lutions to be very mischievous ; suppos- 
ing all changes in the succession to thrones, 
in the forms of governments, in the distri- 
bution of the powers in a nation; sup- 
posing all these to be, at all times, mis- 
chievous, the supposition, though a very 
wild one, would not bear against the cause 
of Reform in Parliament, because we, 
who wish for that Reform, neither pro- 
pose, nor wish for, any thing new. We 
want nothing but the sincere profession 
and the faithful observance of what is al- 


ready the'constitution of England, as laid | 
down, and clearly laid down. én the boos of 


our laws. To set up against us, therefore, 
the ery of revolution, can, 1 am confident, 
have, with men of sense, no other eflect 
than that of adding one more to the nu- 


merous proofs, which we already possess, 
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To the People of Hampshire. [780 
of the insincerity of the enemies of ke. 
form. 

But, let us patiently, if possible, inquire 
a little into the grounds of the monsijoys 
supposition, that, because confusion and 
bievedshed took place in France some years 
ago, In consequence of the changes there 
made, the same must take place here if a 
reform in the House of Commons be 
adopted. What similarity, let me first 
ask, 1s there in the two cases? In France 





| the government was despotic; any nan 


could, at any time, be sent to prison, and 
there kept for life, without trial and with- 


out hearing; the laws were in fact made 


_ by the king’s sole will, there were no 


juries to try causes of any sort; the feudal 
system was still in such vigour as to 
make it a crime, in many places, for peo- 
ple to grind their own corn or bake their 
own bread, being compelled to carry the 
materials to the mill and te the oven of 
the Lord of the Manor, paying him a heavy 
tax for the grinding or the baking. Endless 
would be the points of contrast ; but, for 
our present purpose, it is quite suflicient 
to state merely this, that the French had no 
isgislative assembly ; no body of persons, who, 
as to the making of laws, had any share of 
authority. In France, what was proposed to 
be effected, was a total change in the very 
nature of the government; the thing set 
about was the making of a government of « 
new sort, and, of course, taking the old one 
to pieces, from top to bottom. It was net, 
therefore, very wonderful, that, from (he 
resistance of the feudal Lords as from the 
crown, great anger should be engendered, 
and deadly strife arise; and, especially 
when the numerous noblesse, instead ot 
yielding their oppressive privileges, and 
endeavouring to assist the people with 
their advice, flew with eagerness to jo!" 
an army of foreigners, called by them for 
the purpose of compelling the people '° 
submit to their authority, and to prevent 
the redress of what all the world acknow- 
ledged to be grievances that no buman 
: refusal, 
beings ought to support, and the - 
the obstinate refusal, to consent to 
measure, which should prevent the — 
of which, was the cause, and pares 
cause, of that sway which bloody 200! 
pious men afterwards obtained, 
the means of which sway 50 many" 
and wicked and cruel acts were — 
ted. But what has all this, or any part 
it, to do with our question of abe 
Parliament ?° Does that measure CoP 





late any one of those objects | 
us the contemplation of the French? Haré 
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we any feudal Lords to whose mills and 
ovens we are compelled to carry our corn 
and our flour? Have we not juries already? 
lave we net laws (while we keep them 
wisuspended) which prevent arbitrary im- 


prisomment £ And, have we not Houses of 


Legislators, without whose consent no laws 
cau be passed? Do we, like the French, 
wand in need of a change in the nature 


of the government ; of the abolition of 


the old powers and the erection of new 
ones; and, in short, of a new sort of go- 
vernment, from top to bottom? You 
know, Gentlemen; all the world must 
know, that we stand in need of no such 
thing; and that there is not, in the whole 
nation, one single man, capable of obtain- 
ing halfa score of adherents, who enter- 
tangso mad anotion. We, as I said be- 
fore, want nothing new. We have no 
schemes or projects; all that we want is 
that share in the government, which the 
constitution gives us, and of which we 
think ourselves.not at present in posses- 
sion, owing to the abuses, which bave, by 
egrees, crept into the Representation in 
atliament. This is all we want; and, 


; 


pecause we want this, we are accused of 


Nishing for Revolution, and our adversaries, 
ie fiends of corruption, having neither 
act nor argument wherewith to oppose to 
ls, hold out to those whom they think 
iemselves able to deceive and terrify, the 
dreadful consequences of the Revolution 
in France,” than which a more gross at- 
mpt at imposition, surely never was made. 
Chat this attempt will not succeed I am 
rtectly satisfied. I am convinced, that, 
boner or later, and the sooner from the 
dsence of every thing like violence or 
Msc, the measure of Retorm will and must 
sadopted. Nay, the Bill of Mr. Cur- 
ti, now before the House of Commons, 
td which Biil will, to all appearance, 
as in that House) completely recognizes 
‘Main principle, upon which we pro- 
ed 5 namely, that Seats in that House 
ght not to be obtained by corrupt prac- 
es, aud that votes in it ought not to be 
aid for, either in money or in money’s 
bruh. In the introduction and entertain- 
of this Bill, the House itself acknow- 
Iges, that we have good grounds of com- 
iit On the score of representation; the 
Ouse itself acknowledges, that, to a cer- 
wextent, at least, Parliamentary Reforn: 
ncessary; and, therefore, it would be 
' a8 just to accuse the House of Revolu- 
y intentions, as to prefer that accusa- 
against us, who, out of the House, 

8h for that Reform. 
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Having endeavoured to place in a clear 
light the fallacy, not to give it any worse 
name, of the general objections, or, rather, 
the out-crics, which have been raised 
against a Reform in the Representation of 
the People, in the House of Commons, I 
propose, in my succeeding letters, to dis- 
cuss the following questions: I. Whether 
the present state of the Representation be 
consonant with that constitution, which 
has so long been the boast of Englishmen, 
Il. What sort of Reform ought to be made. 
Ilf. Whether the nation would be benefit- 
ted, and, if so, in what way, by such Re- 
form. IV. Whether the present be a 
proper time for making such Reform, 

These, gentlemen, it appears to me, 
are the only questions that we have to 
discuss and to decide upon; and, if we 
discuss and decide upon them without pas- 
sion, I have no hesitation to say, that your 
decision will be the decision of the nation, 
and that, at no distant day, if your acts 
correspond with your opinions, if you 
steadily and ardently, but, above all things, 
steadily, persevere, i your constitutional 
eflurts to obtain your object, that object 
will be obtained. Iam, 

Your friend, 
W™. COBBETT. 

Botley, 16th May, 1809. 





WILTSHIRE MEETING, 

I amsorry, that it is out of my power to 
give a full account of this Meeting, which 
was held at the city of Sauispery, on the 
17th instant, and at which a Resolution was 
passed, in substance, as to most parts, ‘ike 
that passed ia Hampshire, but, substituting 
for the interesting declaration of Mr. Cree- 
vey, the still more interesting and more 
authentic record of the motion of Mr, 
Mapocks, and the decison of the House 
thereon. For this Resolution [I have 
not, in the present number, room to insert, 
it will, of course, have its place with those 
passed in other counties.—-The Meeting 
was very humerous and respectable, there 
beiwg certainly above 1,500 persous pre- 
sent. The Ist Resolution was moved 
by Mr. Hunt of Entord, at the close of 
avery able, an argumeniative and an elo- 
quent speech. It was seconded by Mar, 
Co.uins, one of .the corporation of Salis- 
bury, in a manner to be natually expected 
from a gentleman, who, | understand, has 
long been universally looked up to for 
talent, as well as for public spirit. A 
second Resolution, passing censure upon 
the two ey members, was moved by 


Mr. Biesge of Warminster, whe, ia tig 
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his first essay, afforded to the “ persons of 
« consequence,’ in thecounty, a pretty good 
proof, that talents are not wanted, amongst 
the yeomanry, when occasion calls them 
forth. These “ persons of conse- 
quence” did, we have been told, keep 





away, lest, by their presence, they should | 
give weight to the proceedings. Now, It | 
appears to me, that the natural thing for | 
them to do would have been to come to | 


the Mecting, and convince us of their con- 
sequence; make us feel their weight, by op- 
posing, and setting aside, the Resolutions, 
moved and seconded by persons of “ no 
consequence.” 
“ consequence” approved of thanks to Mr. 
Wardle, and yet did not like to see the 
business in the hands of persons of “ no 
“ consequence,’ why did they not take it 
in hand themselves? Oh, no! They did 
not approve of such thanks. ‘That is very 
clear; and, itis equally clear, that they 
knew that the county in genéral did ap- 
prove of them. Let me take the liberty 
to tell these “ persons of consequence”’ that, 
it seems to me, ,that they are ina fair way 
of losing their consequence, unless they 
very soon begin to bestir themselves ; for, 
they will be so good as to excuse me, if I 
think it the oddest of all possible ways of 
keeping up their consequence, to let the 
worid see that they are afraid to face 
those, whom they represent as possessed of 
no consequence at all. Say what they 
will about the matter, the county will 
want no one to tell them, that nothing but 
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If those “ persons of | 

















conscious weakness could induce them, upon 
such an occasion, to keep away, This is 
what the whole county will be well satis- 
fied of, and that being the case, the ulti- 
mate effect, as to themselves, it is by no 
means difficult to foresee. The, High 
Sheriff, Sir Cuartes Matter, who appears 
to be a very clever man, conducted the 
business of the day in a very fair and im- 
partial manner. It was said, in the 
morning, that there were several gentle- 











men, come with a firm resolution, to op- 
pose the vote of thanks; but, the result | 
shewed, that, either they became converts | 
themselves, or despaired of making prose- 
lytes; for; not a man opened his lips in the 
way of.opposition. With their hars, indeed, 
‘a very few expressed their dissent ; but, 
the’ decision was of that sort, which may be 
fairly called unanimous. There was a little 
of division upon the question of censure 
of the two county members; but, it was 
very small; and, indeed, the impression 
produced by the whole of the proceedings, 
was, that this county, so long apparently 








tempted to be justified. 
services the whole nation t 


while advocates in abund 
for the sinecures of the Seymours * 
Garniers and the Pensions of 
But, let us ho 
to light, there will, at least, b 
position to grant this claim. 
met with any man, who did n 
it granted. This é 
nation most anxiously wishes t0 
its money. How mach have we 
‘other cases, of not being 
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dead, and in which there had not been a 
County-Meeting for thirty years, was be. 
ginning to rouse from its lethargy. The 
whole of the Proceedings were taken 
down by Mr. Witrert, a gentleman con. 
nected with the London news-paper, the 
STATESMAN, whose unsolicited attendance 
was gratefully acknowledged by anumerous 
company of gentlemen, who, after the 
Meeting was over, assembled at dinner. 
Indeed, this paper, which is published in 
the evening, and which, theretore, is cop. 
venient for the country, deserves the par 
ticular encouragement. of all those, who 
are enemies to corruption and friends t 
reform. It is the only London news-paper, 
that I have heard of, which has shown any 
disposition to do full justice to the County- 
Meetings; and, those who are sincere in 
any public cause, should always make a 
point to support, in every way that they 

are able, that part of the Press, which 

stands forward in that cause. For this 

reason, as well as for the sake of more 

extensive circulation, I shall take care, 

that the proprietor of the Srarrsmay lias 

an opportunity of publishing my letters 

upon Parliamentary Reform, on the same 

day, on which they are published in the Re- 

gister ; so that those, who take an kvenig 

Paper, and do not take the Register, may 

avail themselves, if they think it wort 
their while, of the means of possessing 
these Letters in the Statesman. 























































MR. PALMER’S CLAIM. — 

This question, which is, I perceive," 
come on for discussion, in the House 0 
Commons, on the 25th instant, had escaped 
my attention until it was too late to oe 
upon it‘in a manner that would be wort y 
of such a question. My intention was © 
have compared Mr. Palmer’s Claim, a0 
the objections made to it, with the som 
lavished upon many others, and aeter 
sons, or, rather, the no reasons, by wale 
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much have we heard, in other cases, of the 
« liberality of a great nation ?? How much 
have we heard, in other cases, of the re- 
ward due to national services! Aye, and 
in cases, too, where it would be very 
dificult, if not impossible, to make the 
existence of those services evident to any 
common understanding. Mr. Palmer de- 
mands bare justice; the bare fulfilment 
of the contract, on the part of the public, 
he having fulfilled his part of it, and 
that, too, at his own risk; a contract, ac- 
cording to which he was sure to lose, un- 
less the public gained; such a contract as 
no man ever, before or since, made with 
the public, and such a contract as few 
men, after his fate, will be tempted to 
Miitate. 


Salisbury, 18th May, 1809. 





PROCEEDINGS 
In Counties, Cities, Boroucus, &c. re- 
lative to the recent Inquiry in the House 
of Commons, respecting the Conduct of the 

Duke of York (Continued from p. 736. 

Town or LIVERPOOL. 

At a Meeting of the Friends of Constitu- 
tional Freedom and Enemies of Political 
Corruption, held at the Globe ‘l'avern, Li- 
verpool, April 21, 1809.—George Wil- 
liams, esq. in the Chair. 

It was Resolved, that the grateful Thanks 
of this Meeting are due to G. L. Wardie, 
esq. for the undaunted, firm and patriotic 
manner in which he brought forward and 
prosecuted the late Inquiry into the con- 
duct of his Royal Highness the Duke of 
York ; a measure. which has not only oc- 
casioned the removal of his Royal High- 
ness from Office, but by having opened 
the eyes of the Country to the conduct of 
their Representatives,“is likely to be pro- 
ductive of the happiest and most impor- 
tant consequences to the nation at large. 

Resolved, That the practice of persons 
holding Offices or enjoying Pensions under 
the Crown, and having at the same time a 
Seat in the Commons Flousé ol Parliament 
as Representatives of the People, although 
it has been guarded against by our ances- 
tors with peculiar jealousy, has now arisen 
to an alarming excess ; and that it is be- 
come highly expedient to resort to those 
methods for remedying the evil which 
have formerly been ps har “by the Le- 
gisiature of this Country, and to use our 
ee avours to obtain the entire exciusion 
©| Placemen and Pensioners from the 
House of Commons. 

Resolved, that the sending of Members 
& Parliainent, by places where the popu- 
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lation is so far diminished as to render them 
liable to corrupt practices and undue in- 
fluence, whiist other towns and places, of 
great importance and considerable popu- 
lation, do not enjoy such right, is incon- 
sistent with the spirit of the Constitution, 
and is a defect introduced by inattention 
and lapse of time, which ought to be 
speedily and effectually remedied. 

Resolved, that a letter be written to 
Mr. Wardle, testifying the deep sense 
which this Meeting entertains of his great 
and meritorious services, and that the 
same be signed by the Persons now pre- 
sent, and be left for the signature of such 
other Inhabitants of the town and neigh- 
bourhood of Liverpool as may think pro- 
per to subscribe the same. 

Resolved, that the Thanks of this 
Meeting are also due to sir I’. Burdett, bart. 
who seconded and supported the. Motion 
of Mr. Wardle; to lord Folkestone, and 
S. Whitbread, esq. by whose able and stre- 
nuous exertions, through a long and intri- 
cate investigation, the nation 1s indebted 
for the fullest information on this subject ; 
and to lord Stanley, sir S. Romilly, gen. 
Ferguson, T. W. Coke, esq. J. C. Curwen, 
esq. and the other Members of the House 
of Commons, who, by the.manly avowal 
of their sentiments, and their conscientious 
and unbiassed votés, have evinced their in- 
tegrity and independence. 

Resolved, that the Thanks of this Meet- 
ing are due to Wm. Roscoe, esq. for propo- 
sing the Address toG. L, Wardle, esq. and 
the above Resolutions, which have been 
ufanimously adopted by this Meeting. 

Resolved, that this Meetin views with 
great regret and just indignation the refu- 
sal of the Mayor to call a Meeting of the 
Inhabitants to take into consideration those 
public proceedings in which the best in- 
terests and most valued rights of their 
Country were deeply involved, and that 
it is the opinion of this Meeting that the 
Inhabitants be convened to exercise those 
privileges which are secured to them by 
the laws of their Country, without any fur- 
ther application to the Mayor. 


Bonoucn or IPSWICH. 

THE Portmen of the Borough of Ips- 
wich, at whose instance a Great Court was 
held April 21, for the py of returning 
Thanks to Lieut. Col. “Wirdle, for - his 
meritorious conduct ii Parlidment, feel it 
due to their own character to submit to 
their Brother-Freemen who were not pre- 
sent in Court, and to the Public at large, 
a Copy of the Resolution which they 
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feated, may be periectly understood, 


« That the Thanks of this Court be given 
to Lieut. Col. Wardle for his- meritorious 
and patriotic exertions in the Flouse of 
Commons, by which, gross misconduct in 
the Chief Direction of the Army has been 
detected and exposed, and an example set 
from which the most beneficial conse- 
sequences may be expected by the loyal 
Subjects of this Reaim im a Retorm of 
thase Abuses which tarnish the lustre and | 
impair the energies of our happy and glo- 


rious Constitution,”’ 


Such was the Resolution, and the only 
Resolution of a public nature with which 
they were provided; and having scrupu- | 
lously avoided in it every thought and 


) 


every expression which they supposed 
could possibly give oflence to any personal 


or party feeling 


was convened. 


May their opponents longer enjoy the 


full credit of the victory thev gained on 


the occasion. ‘The Portmen, on their part, 


are quite content to take to themselves the 


whole obloquy of bringing forward a mea- 


sure, which they are satisfied must meet 
the approbation of all but the miserable 
toals or dupes of those who thrive on that 
System of Corruption and Abuse against 
which it was leveiled.—H. Seekamp, John 
Spooner, W. B. Clarke, Wm. Hammond, 
John Forest, F. F. Seekamp, Fred. Corn- 
wallis, B. Brame. 


Borovucn or CHIPPING-WYCOMBE. 
At a Court of Common Council, held in 
the Guildhall of the said Borough this 22d 
day of April, 1809, Samuel Manning, esq. 
Mayor, in the Chair. | 
esolved, That the Thanks of this 
Meeting be transmitted to G. L. Wardle, 
esq. for his patriotic conduct in bringing 
forward and steadily persevering id an in- 
quiry relative to certain Abuses which 
appear to have existed in Military Pro- 


motions tending ta the degradation of the 
rmy. 
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moved an the occasion, that the spirit and 
temper by which they were guided in the 
bringing forward of this measure, and that 
of their Opponents, by whom itt was de- 


j g, they hoped to have con- | 
ciliated the concurrence and support of all 
their Brother-Freemen, and deemed it im- 
possible that sentiments and wishes so per- 
fectly congenial with those of the great 
Body of the People, could be negatived 
ata Great Court of the Borough of Ips- 
wich, till they found a Party industriously | 
formed there to frustrate altogether, by 
noise and tumult, the purpose for which it 


| Resolved, That G. L, Wardle, €8q. be 
| elected a Burgess of this ancient Corpo- 
| poration. 

_ Kesolved, That the Thanks of this Mee. 
Ing be presented to sir John Dashwood 
| King, Bart. and Thomas Baring, esq. the 
Worthy Representatives of this Boroush in 
| Parliament, for their independent couduct 
on the late Investigation. 
| Resolved, That the Thanks of this Meet. 
| ing be given to sir S, Romilly, knt. one of 
the Burgesses of this Borough, for his able 
| defence of our Constitutional Rights onthe 
late important Question. 

Resolved, That such Votes of Thanks 
be communicated by the Deputy Town 
| Clerk. 


| County or MONMOUTH. 
| Ata Meeting of the Gentlemen, Clergy, 
| and Freeholders of the County of Mon- 
'mouth, convened on April 28, 1809, at 
‘the Town Hall in Usk, by the High 
Sherif of the said County, in pursuance of 
/a Requisition for that purpose, in order to 
return the Thanks of the County to G. L, 
|Wardie, esq. for his able and patriotic 
/conduct in bringing forward and investi- 
| gating the recent Charges against his Royal 
Highness the Duke of York, 
Resolved, That G. L. Wardle, esq. by his 
firm and persevering exertions on that me- 
/morab!e Inquiry against a host of talents 
and ether great discouragements and dith- 
culties, has deserved well of his country, 
and that the Thanks of this Meeting be 
| given to him. 
| That the Thanks of the Meeting be alsa 
given to Henry Bankes, esq. for his Amend- 
' ment, which, by being supported by two 
'hundred and one Members, produced the 
resignation of the late Commander in 
Chief, and the Meeting gladly avails itselt 
of this public opportunity of expressing 
its admiration of, and obligations for, bis 
high-spirited and dependent conduct on 
the formation of the present Finance Com- 
mittee, and for his essential services as 
Chairman of the last. Bu 

That the Thanks of this Meeting are 
also due to the Minority on Mr. Wardle s 
Motion, the Minority of Mr. Bankes® 
Amendment, the Minority on sir 1. Tur- 
ton’s Amendment, and the Minority om 
Mr. Perceval’s Amendment. 

That it is the opinion of this Meeting 
a very: considerable number of Piacemen 
and Pensioners who have seats im Parlia- 
ment, are under the influence of Govern 
ment, and that a temperate Reform ' 





Parliament is therefore necessary, and tbat 
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. js the duty of this County to express its 
wishes to their representatives, that they 
would support a sirict investigation Into 
the various abuses of the public expendi- 
ture. 

That the abuses attacked by Col. Wardle 
and Mr. Bankes form only a part of a cor- 
rupt system long acted upon, and that no 
permanent good will arise from the late 
jvestivation, unless followed up by a ge- 
neral reformation of the public abuses in 
nany departments of the state, 


Srewartry oF KIRKCUDEBRIGHT. 

Ata General Annual Meeting of the 
Commissioners of the Land Tax for the 
Stewartry of Kirkcudbright, April 29,1809. 
James Murray M‘Culloch, bsq. of Ardwall, 
chosen Preses.— | 

The Meeting came to the following un- 
aninous Resoiutions :— 

ist, That the investigation lately made 
in the limperial Parliament of Great Bri- 
tain, into the conduct of the late Com- 
mander tn Chief of the British Army, has 
discovered gross corruption and abuses in 
the administration of the military depart- 
met. 

2d, That the Thanks of the County be 
given toG. L. Wardle, esq. member of Par- 
lament, for the independent spirit with 
which he undertook, and the great ability 
and undaunted perseverance with which 
he conducted, an enquiry, the conse- 
quences of which the Meeting trust will 
be of permanent advantage to the interests 
oithe Country. And, 

3d, That the Preses do transmit a copy 
of these Resolutions to Mr. Wardle; and 
that the Cierk cause the same to be adver- 
tised inthe London, Edinburgh, and Dum- 
fries Newspapers. 


Town or MANCHESTER. 

At a very numerous and respectable 
Meeting of the Inhabitants of the ‘Towns of 
Manchester and Salford, convened by a 
Requisition which was signed by upwards 
of ‘Two Thousand Persons, for the purpose 
of taking into consideration the propriety 
of passing a Vote of Thanks to G. L. War- 
dle, esq. M. P. and to those Members of 
the House of Commons who so honourably 
supported him during the late arduous and 
important Investigation, and held at the 
Buli’s Head Inn, in Manchesier, on Wed- 
nesday, the 3d day of May, 1809, Robert 
Philips, esq. in the Chair. , 

The foilowing Resolutions were unani- 
mously passed :— 


That the gross and corrupt practices 
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which have been proved to exist in various 
departments of the State have excited in 
us ihe deepest regret, and we feel that G. 
L. Wardle, esq. M. P. by the manly, tem- 
perate and impartial manner in which he 
brought forward his Charges against the 
late Commander in Chief, anu by the 
zeal, firmness, and intrepidity with which 
he prosecutedethe Inquiry, has faithtully 
discharged his duty to his country, and 
does in a high degree merit the ‘Thanks of 
this Meeting. 

That the Thanks of this Meeting 
are also due to those Members of the 
House of Commons who so honourabl 
supported col. Wardle during the late ar- 
duous and important Investigation. 

That the Chairman do transmit these 
Resolutions to G. L. Wardle, esq. 





Town or DONCASTER. 

At a numérous and respecia!:le Meeting 
of the Inhabitants of the Town and Neigh- 
bourhood of Doncaster, held at this day 
at the Town-hall, pursuant to a Requisi- 
tion for that purpose, the Worshipful the 
Mayor in the Chair : 

Resolved unanimously,—Ist. That the 
grateful Thanks of this Meeting be giver 
to G. L. Wardle, esq. tor the faithful dis- 
charge of his duty in Parliament, by in- 
stitutmg and prosecuting an Inquiry into 
the conduct of the late Commander in 
Chief, by which means circumstances 
have been brought to light bighly injurious 
to the real interes’s of the Crown, and 
subversive of the welfare and prosperity 
of the people. 

2d, That the particular Thanks of this 
Meeting be given to sir F. Burdett, bart. 
lord Folkestone, Mr. Whitbread, sir S. 
Romilly, adm. Markham, lord Althorpe, 
and the rest of the 125. Members who sup- 
ported Mr. Wardle’s motion. 

3d, That the Thanks of this Meeting be 
given to all those Members of the House 
or Commons, who voted in the several 
Minorities, on the different Divisions, 
which took place during the late impor- 
tant and patrivtic Inquiry. 

4th, That the Thanks of this Meeting be 
given tothe two worthy Kepre-entatives 
of this County, Wm. Wiiberforce, esq. and 
lord visc. Milton, for their honourable and 
independent conduct in the able support 
they gave to the recent Investigation. — 
5th That the Thanks of this Meeting be 
given to major gen. Ferguson for the ha- 
nourable, independent and distinguished 
discharge of his parliamentary duty on 
the late eccasion. 
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Gth, That this Meeting, anxious to pre- 
serve unimpaired the purity and blessings 
of that excellent form of Government, 
which our ancestors have transmitted to us, 
and ardently wishing to see all the consti- 
tuted authorities preserved and reverenced 
in the due exercise of their respective 
functions, feels it to be an indispensible 
duty at this eventful! moment, when all 
the nations that surround us have paid the 
forfeit of their corruption in the annibila- 
tion of their Government, to call for a 
strict, a temperate, but an effectual inquiry 
into every species of public abuse, and to 
express a hope that hereafter, on similar 
occasions, the sense of the House of Com- 
mons may appear to be less at variance 
with the sense of the Nation ; and that a 
larger body of the representatives of the 
people may be found to defend the con- 
stitution, by correcting public abuses, so 
eflectually as to secure to the country the 
honest application and economical expen- 
diture of public money. 

7th, That the Thanks of this Meeting 
be given to Wm. Wrightson, esq. for the 
independent, moderate,'and truly constitu- 
tional manner in which he has expressed 
his sentiments on the present occasion. 

8th, That the County Members be re- 
quested to transmit to Mr. Wardle the 
Thanks of this Meeting as expressed in the 
first Resolution : and that the Chairman be 
desired to convey the Thanks of this Meet- 
ing to those gentlemen mentioned in the 
2d and 5th Resolutions, 


Town or BEVERLEY. 

Ata Meeting of the Inhabitants of the 
Town and Neighbourhood of Beverley, 
held at the Guildhall, in Beverley, on Wed- 
nesilay the 3d day of May, 1809, for the 
purpose of considering a Vote of Thanks 
to G. L. Wardle, esq. for his patriotic 
exertions, in instituting and prosecuting 
the Inquiry into the conduct of his Royal 
Highness the late Commander in Chief.— 
Richard Fox, esq. Mayor, in the Chair. 

Resolved Unanimously, That this Meet- 
ing deeply deploring the too evident ex- 
istence of abuses and other practices of 
evil tendency in various branches of Pub- 
lic Affairs, do highly approve of the firm 
and independent spirit evinced by G. L. 
Wardle, esq. in instituting and steadily 
prosecuting the Inquiry into the conduct 
of the late Commander in Chief, and that 
by his patriotic exertions he is deserved! 
entitled to and has the Thanks and Grati- 
tude of this Meeting. 
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sented to John Wharton, esq. one of the 
Representatives of this Borough, for his 
support upon the said Inquiry, 

That the Thanks of this Meeting be also 
presented to W. Wilberforce, esq. and 
Lord Viscount Milton, the Members for 
this County, together with the Independent 
Minority, for their votes and exertions 
that occasion. 

That the Chairman be requested to sign 
these Resolutions as the act of this Meet. 
ing, and to transmit copies thereof to G. L. 
Wardle, esq. J. Wharton, esq. W. Wilber- 
force, esq. and Lord Milton. 


on 


County or HUNTINGDON. 

At a Meeting of the Freeholders of the 
said County, held at‘ the Shire Hall in 
Huntingdon, in the said County, on Fri- 
day, the fifth day of May, 1809, pursuant 
to a Requisition to the High Sheriff for 
that purpose : 

Resolved unanimously, 1, That it is the 
opinion of this Meeting that the late In- 
vestigation by the Honourable House of 
Commons into the Conduct of the late 
Commander in Chief, is a matter of infi- 
nite importance to this country, inasmuch 
as it has furnished a strong incitement to 
that Honourable House to exert themselves 
to defend the Throne and the People from 
the destructive effects of Corruption in 
every department of the State. 

2. That the Thanks of this Meeting be 
given to G, L. Wardle,esq. for his cou- 
rage, candour, and perseverance in con- 
ducting the said Investigation. 

3. That this Meeting have seen with 
much satisfaction the stéps taken by the 
wisdom of Parliament for the suppression 
of any abuses that may exist in the State, 
and hope and trust they will continue their 
exertions until the same shall be effectually 
reformed. 





Town or GUILDFORD. 
At a Meeting of the inhabitants of Guild- 
ford, held in the Town-hall, the 25th of 
April 1809. 
Resolved unanimously, That the Thanks 
of this Meeting be given to G. L. W ardle, 
esq. for instituting au Inquiry 4 mae 
late Commander in Chief, which has | 
to the discovery of certain abuses highly 
injurious to fair and honourable promote 
in the Army, and detrimental to the pu 
lic service. Ad 
Resolved, That the Resolutions and Ad- 
dress be signed by the Mayor, 





That the Thanks of this Meeting be pre- 


pre 
sented by him to G: L. Wardle, #4: and 
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€ of the 
for his 


and County Herald. 


‘ 
that the same be inserted in the Courier 


An Appress of the Inhabitants of the 
Town, assembled on the same day and 
place. 

« To G. L. Warpte, Esq. M. P. 

«Sim; We consider that no foreign 
conquest or efforts of genius are so essential 
to the Country as the honest exertions of 
Independent Members of Parliament, to 
expose, and endeavour to exterminate, cor- 
rupt practices. 

«We revere our King and Constitution, 
and complain of no sacrifices that we are 
called upon for their security and support ; 
but when such transactions as have lately 
been exposed are suffered to exist without 
notice, how truly thahkful must every true 
and loyal Briton be that such an independ- 
ent Member as yourself stands forward as 
Champion in the cause of Truth. 

“ We most unfeignedly give you our cor- 
dial and grateful thanks, and most sincere- 
ly wish that you may for many years en- 
joy the heart-felt satisfaction of being 
instrumental to the happiness of your own 
Countrymen.—J, Martyr, Mayor.” 





County or NORFOLK. 

At a most numerous and respectable 
Meeting of the Frecholders of the County 
of Norfolk, held at the Shire-house, on 
Tuesday, the 2d of ‘May, 1809, the fol- 
lowing Resolutions were moved by .the 
hon. George Herbert (who was called to 
the Chair in the absence’ of the High 
Sheriff,) seconded by Thomas Beevor, esq. 
and adopted without one dissentient voice : 

Resolved, 1. That the Thanks of this 
Meeting be given to G. L. ‘Wardle, esq. 
for the indefatigable zeal and disinterested 
patriotism he has evinced in detecting and 
bringing to light the gross and unparalleled 
Corruption which has long existed in the 
office of the Commander in Chief; and 
for the firm and temperate perseverance 
with which (in detiance of threats and 
difficulties) he carried on the late Investi- 
gation in Parliament, to his own honour, 
and the advantage of his Country. 

_2. That the Thanks of this Mecting be 
given to all those who cordially assisted 
Mr. Wardle in the arduous task he had 
undertaken, shewing themselvés at once 


the Friends of the People and. the’Enemies. 


of Corruption—especially to sir F. Bur- 
dett, lord Folkestone, S. Whitbread, esq. 
sir S: bpp i sir T. Turton, J. C. Curwen, 
esq. C. W. Wynne, esq. major-general 
Fergusson, and adm. Markham. 
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are in an especial manner due to our 
worthy Representative, T. W. Coke, esq. 
who divided with the patriotic minority of 
125, in favour of Mr. Wardle’s Motion ; 


| and for the firm and manly manner in 


which lhe delivered his own sentiments, 
and those of the People in general ;_ there- 
by proving himself worthy of the confi- 
dence that has been so long reposed in 
him by the Freeholders of this County. 

4. That the Thanks of this Meeting be 
given to our other Representative, sir J. 
H. Astley, bart. for his vote in favour of 
sir T. Turton’s amendment. 

5. That it is the earnest hope of this 
Meeting, that the truly patriotic example 
of Mr. Wardle may stimulate others to 
exert théinselves in their duty to their Con- 
stituents, by eradicating Corruption from 
every branch of the Government and Le- 
gislature. 

6. That the Majority in the late divi- 
sions in Parliament, acquitting the Com- 
mander in Chief of all personal Corrup- 
tion, and of all Connivance at Corruption, 
was in direct opposition to the sense of the 
People; and that the necessity is thereby 
evinced of adopting some effectual Re- 
form, in order that the voice of the Repre- 
sentatives may become the yoice of the 
People. 

7.. That it is the decided opinion of this 
Meeting, that no substantial and perma- 
nent good can be derived by the Country 
from any change of Ministers, unless ac- 
conipanied by an entire change of systein; 
and that the most certain method of ren- 
dering Parliamentary Reform effectual is, 
to follow the laudable example of West- 
minster, by returning, free of expence, 
such representatives as are worthy of con- 
fidence ; and by shortening the duration 
of Parliaments, in order that a frequent 
appeal to the sense of the People, may 
guide the conduct of our Representatives, 
without increasing their expences. 

8. That the Thanks of this Meeting be 
given to the gentlemen who signed the 

equisition. 

9. That those Resolutions be inserted 
in the Norwich Papers, the Ipswich and 
Bury Papers, and the fpr eR 2 

he following Resolutions were also 
moved by John kerrich, esq. seconded b 
the hon. George Herbert, and adopted wit 
equal unanimity: 

10. That a Subscription be entered into 
by the Freeholders of the Coynty of Nor- 
folk, to purchase a Piece of Plate, which 
shall be presented to Mr. Wardle in their 





3. That the Thanks of this Meeting 





Names. 
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11. That the Gentlemen who signed 
the Requisition to the High Sheriff for this 
Meeting be requested to act as a Com- 
mittee for the application of the Funds 
arising from the Subscriptions, and that 
they be authorised to present the Plate te 
Mr. Wardle, in any way, and with any 
inscription they may deem explanatory 
of the intention of the donors. 

12. That the Subscription do finally 
close in the coming Summer Assize Week, 
and the purposes for which it was entered 
into be then proceeded upon by the Com- 
mittee with all convenient dispatch. 

13. That the Bankes in Norfolk and 
Soffolk,-and Messrs. Barclays, Tritton and 
Bevan, Lombard-street, be requested to 
receive any subscription, not exceeding 
Two Guineas. 





Borovcu or BOSTON. 

Ata numerous and respectable Meet- 
ing of the Inhabitants of this Borough, 
convened by advertisement, at the White 
Hart Inn, this day, May 9, 1809, for the 
purpose of considering of the propriety 
of voting an Address of Thanks to G. L. 
Wardle, esq. for his recent conduct in 
Parliament, 

Abraham Sheath, esq. in the Chair: 
The following Resolutions were carried 
with only one dissenting voice: 

Resolved, 1. That the Thanks of this 
Meeting be given to G. L. Wardle, esq. 
for his manly and independent Conduct 
in Parliament during the recent Investi- 
gation of the Charges brought against the 
Commander in Chief, and thereby ex- 
posing various Abuses in the’ Military 

epartment in the State. 

2. That the Thanks of this Meeting be 
given to the ‘Patriotic Minority of 125, 


796, 
service to the Interests and Welfare of the 


Country. 





County or HERTFORD. 

At a Meeting of the Gentlemen, Clero, 
and Freeholders of the County of Herifor, 
held at the Shire Hall, at Hertford, in the 
same county, on the 13th of May, iso», 
convened by the High Sheriff, in conse. 
quence of a Requisition addressed to bi: 
for the purpose of expressing their seis 
of the conduct of their representatives iy 
Parliament with respect to the Charges 
against his Royal Highness the late Com. 
mander in Chief, and their sentiments 
upon the corrupt practices which have 
been brought to light by. the evidence 
which has been given in the House of 
Commons upon the investigation of those 
Charges,—The High Sheriff in the Chair: 

Resolved, That the Parliamentary |n- 
vestigation into the Conduct of the late 
Commander in Chief, and the result of 
other Parliamentary Inquiries, have fully 
satisfied this Meeting of the existence ol 
reat abuses in several departments ol the 
Peacuite Government of the country. 

That G. L. Wardle, esq. by his unex- 
ampled ineepteny integrity, and ability 
in originating and persevering in that w- 
quiry, unsupported by party interests, and 
opposed by power, has faithfully dis- 
charged his duty as an honest Member 
of Parliament, rendered an important 
service to his country, and merited the 
warmest thanks and approbation of this 
Meeting. 
That the hon. Thomas Brand and sit 
John Saunders Sebright, bart. the Repre- 
sentatives in Parliament for this couity, 
by the disposition they have manifested 
to inquire into and check abuses and cot 





who supported Colonel Wardle, in his 
arduous undertaking in the House of Com- | 
mons, shewing themselves at once the 
Friends of the People, and the Enemies 
of Corruption. 

$. That the Thanks of this Meeting are 
due to W. A. Madocks, esq. one of the Re- 
a ks of this Borough, and to the 
hon. C, A. Pelham, one of the Represen- 
tatives of this County, for their Votes on 
this important Question. 

4. That it is the opinion of this Meet- 
ing, that it will be highly expedient that 
the strictest inquiries into the several 
Departments of the State be still farther 
secuted by the House of Commons, | 
ing fully convinced that no change of 

ters, unless accompanied by an en- 


ruption, by the support they uniformly 
gave to the appointment of an efficie 
Finance Committee, and particularly by 
the active support-they gave to Mr. Ware 
dle’s motion, and to the rendering eflec- 
tive the Inquiry, have, in a high degree 
merited the approbation and owe 
of their constituents, and that it fi e 
earnest hope of this Meeting that they 
will persévere in inquiring into every 
abuse till the public confidence ™ 1 

administration of national affairs is uly 
restored. ip &% “4 
That the Thanks of this Meeting pe 8 f 
ven to sir F. Burdett, bart. who oar 
Mr. Wardle’s motion; to lord Folkest® iy 
and S,, Whitbread, esq. who acer a 
promoted the Inquiry, and to lord 





change of system; can be of essential 





Townsbend, Joseph Llalsey, esq. 4 
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muel Smith, esq. Members residing in this 
county, and to sir S. Romilly, gen. bergu- 
son, adm. Markham, J. C. Curiwen, esq. 
lord visc. Althorpe, C. W. Wynne, T. W. 
Coke, esq. and the rest of the 125 Mem- 
bers who divided in favour of Mr. Wardle’s 
motion for an Address to his Majesty. 

That the Thanks of this Meeting be also 
civen to Nicholson Calvert, esq. Daniel 
Giles, esq. and to the honourable William 
Lamb, Members, residing in this county, 
and to all those other Members of the 
House of Commons who composed the nu- 
nerous respectable, and eventually suc- 
cessful, Minorities. ° 

Resolved unanimously, That the increas- 
inz influence of the Crown is an evil pro- 
sressively undermining the constitutional | 
rights of the people, and that the late pro- 
digious and rapid increase of our national 
debt, with that of our military and cole- 
nial establishment, have created an influ- 
ence, the force of which, acting upon a 
great body of Electors, has driven the li- 
berties of this country from the firm basis 
of popular representation, to a dependance 
upon the mederation and forbearance of 
the Crown. 
| Resolved unanimously, That, although 
it is the duty of the great Officers of the 
Crown to bring to light delinquency and 
avuses in office, yét we have seen with ex- 
treme regret the Members of Administra- 
lion exerting their imfluence to screen de- 
linguency, and prevent the discovery of 
wial-practices in several recent instances, 
and while we earnestly deprecate all un- 
constitutional attempts at reformation out 
vi the House of Commons, we think it ne- 
cessary to express our earnest hope that 
tie independent and patriotic, Members of 
tuut honourable House will exert them- 
selves in obtaining that Reform, as also in 
discovering and prosecuting all corrupt 
auses In every department of the Staté, 
tid in applying such constitutional checks 
as may secure the people against a recur- 
tence of the same. 

_ Resolved unanimously, That this Meet- 
ing has perceived with regret that the Ma- 


} . 
‘'s and -some other recent occasions, have 
lillered essentially -from the sense of the. 


N¢ proof that a Reform in the Represen- 
Aton of the People is indispensibly ne- 
“ssary to the expression of the public 
fntiments, 

, Resolved unanimously, That the Thanks 
ot this Meeting be given to William Plu- 
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ner, esq. our late worthy and independent | 
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represcniauve, who signed the Requisition 
and broughi forward the Khesolutions, as the 
sseady tracnd ef Reform and enewy ot Cor- 
rupion, and for his patriotic end disin- 
reresied conduct on all occasions in sup- 
pert of the independence of this Couaty, 
and the general rgats aud hberties of the 
people. 


oners. 





OFFICIAL PAPERS. 

Spanish Revoiturion.—Deerce of the Sue 
preme Junta, dated Feb. 7, 1809, (conc!u- 
ded from p- 570.) 

—zthat acts of the most atrocious kind, and 
which make human nature shudder, are 
daily heard of, such as the death of a nun, 
who threw herself into a well, to avoid the 
brutality of a Frenchman ; the cruel mur- 
der of a mother, whose breasts were cut 
off in the act of giving suck to her son, by 
those monsters, who afterwards sabred her 
infant; and a number of other cases equal- 
ly horrible; atrocities painful to write, 
dreadful to read, and degrading to endure ; 
—finally, his Majesty being convinced, 
that still to observe the laws of natural 
equity with those who respect no law 
whatever, would not be moderation and 
justice, but the most culpable indiflerence 
and the basest meanness, has resolved to 
repress and punish those crimes. alling 
therefore all Europe to witness the awful 
necessity which has.compelled him te re- 
sort to the means of retaliation, by return- 
ing on a sanguinary banditti iclengh for 
violence, he hereby decrees : 

1. That no quarter shall be given to 
any French soldier, Officer or General, 
who may. be made prisoner in any town or 
district, in which acts contrary to the laws 
of war have been committed by the enemy, 
but that such persons shall be Simatahely 
put to the sword, as an example to their 
companions and a satisfaction to outraged 
humanity. 

2. That the present Decree shall be 
printed, proclaimed, and distributed in the 
Spanish armics, in order to iis due ex- 
ecution. You are also required to :nake 
arrangements for the fulfilment of the 
same. The Marquis of Astorca, Vice 
President.—Martin De Garay. Done in 
the Royal Al-cazan of Seville, Feb. 7, 
1809. 








Tunxty.— Treaty between Great Britain and 
the Sublime Porte. 


1.-From the moment of the signature 
of the present Treaty all acte of hostility 
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shalt cease, between England and Turkey, 
and the prisoners on both sides, in conse- 
quence of this happy peace, shall be at 
liberty in thirty-one days after the 88 
ture of this Treaty, or sooner if possible. 

2. If there should be any places be- 
longing to the Sublime Porte, in possession 
of Great Britain, they are to be restored, 
and given up to the Sublime Porte, with 
all their cannon, ammunition, and other 
effects, in the same condition in which 
they were found when occupied by the 
English ; and this restitution must take 
place witbin thirty-one days after the sig- 
nature of the present Treaty. 

3. If there shall be effects or property 
appertaining to English merchants, or se- 
questrated under the jurisdiction of the 
Sublime Porte, that shall be-all returned 
and restored to the proprietors—and in like 
manner, if there shall be eflects, property, 
or vessels, appertaining to the merchants 
and subjects of the Sublime Porte, under 
sequestration at Malta, or in the other 
Isles and States of his Britannic Majesty, 
they shall in like manner be entirely re- 
turned and restored to the proprietors. 

4. The articles of the Treaty stipulated 
m thé Turkish year 1086, in the moon 
Djemaz ul Akber, as also the article rela- 
tive to the commerce of the Black Sea, and 
the other privileges (midjiazals) equally 
established by the acis of subsequent pe- 
riods, shall be observed and maintained as 
heretofore, and as if'they had not suffered ' 
any iuterruption. 

5. In consequence of the good treat- 
ment and favour granted by the Sublime 
Porte to the English merchants with res- 
pect to their merchandize and property, 
and every thing of which they may stand 
in need—and, in like manner, with re- 

to all objects tending to facilitate 
the commerce, England shall reciprocally 
grant entire favour and an amicable treat- 
ment to the flags, subjects, and mer- 
chants of the Sublime Porte—who shall 
“hereafter frequent the States of his Bri- 


‘tannic Majesty. 

6. The tariff of the customs, which was | 
latterly fixed at Constantinople, at the old 
rate of three per cent. and especially the 
article which respects interna! commerce, 
shall be constantly observed as they have 
been regulated. To this England pro- 
mises to conform. : 


POLITICAL REGISTER.— Oficial Papers. 


King of Great Britain shall fully enjoy the 
honours enjoyed by other nations ai the 
Sablime Porte; and reciprocally the Am. 
bassadors of the Sublime Porte to the 
Court of London shall fully enjoy all the 
honours which shall be granted to the 
Ambassadors of Great Britain. 

_8. It shail be permitted to name Scha- 
binders (Consuls) at Malta, and in the 
States of his Britannic Majesty, wherever 
it may be necessary to inspect the affairs 
and interests of the Turkish merchants, and 
the same treatment and privileges which 
are allowed to English Consuls residing 
in the Ottoman States, shall be rigidly 
observed towards the Schabinders of the 
Sublime Porte. . 

9. ‘The English Consuls and Ambassa- 
dors shall, according to custom, employ 
such drogmans as they may have occa- 
ston'for; but.as it has been before de- 
creed by common consent, the Sublime 
Porte will not grant the berat of drogman 
in favour of individuals who do_ not exer- 
cise that function in the place of their des- 
tination. It is agreed, conformably to this 
principle, that henceforward the berat 
shall not be granted to any person of the 
rank of tradesman or banker, nor to any 
one who shall keep a shop or manufactory 
in the public market, or who shall be con- 
cerned in affairs of this kind ; and he shall 
not -be appointed -by the English Consu's 
from among the subjects of the Sublin 
Porte. 

10. The English patent of protection 
shall not be granted to any person from 
among the dependents or merchants, svb- 
jects of the Sublime Porte, nor shall there 
be delivered to them any passport from 
the Ambassadors or Consuls, without the 
permission of the Sublime Porte. 7" 

11. As it has beew at all times forbie- 
den for ships of war to enter the a 
Constantinople, viz. in the Strait of 
Dardanelles, or that of the Black Se : 
is that antient rule of the Ottoman 


1] 
“pire must be henceforward: observed ' 


the 

time of peace by all Powers whatevely 

British Court promise to conform ' this 

rinciple. ‘os : : 

2 12. The Ratification of this er 
Treaty of Peace, between the Hig! 

‘tracting» Powers, shall be en 
‘Constantinople in the space of ninet} 





7. The Ambassador of his Majesty the 





‘days from the date of the present °°" 


or soqner if possible. 
ro he ‘ — 
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